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Short Hiſtorical 
VIE V of the Tranſactions 
OF THE 


WHIGGS. 


Lthough the extraordinary Pro- 
ceedings of a Party, lately in Po- 
wer, and the unſeaſonable Revi- 
val of the pernicious Doctrines 
of their Fathers with ſo much 
Warmth and Parade, and ( notwithſtanding 
all their Pretences to Temper and Moderation) 


their exceſſive Clamour and Rage at ſome late 


Diſappoiatments, are more than ſufficient to 
diſcover the Nature and Conſequeuce of their 
Deſigns to any one that will but look before 
him; yet fince there are ſo many either wil- 
fally blind, or hoodwink'd by too much Cha- 
rity, ſo that either they will not ſee, or can- 
not Believe, the dangerous Tendency of their 
practices and Principles; 1 hope it will not be 
Labour loſt to take a ſhort View of the former 
Behaviour of the ſame Party, that by compa- 


ring paſt Times with the Preſent, we may 


more clearly diſcern what is to be expected 
B from 


(2) 


from thoſe Men, or the Heirs of their Vir- 


tues, who once involv'd this Kingdom in Blood 


iſt View of 
our Diſ- 


contents. 
Fol. 10. 


4 
_ * 


and Ruin, and have ſeveral Times ſince thrown 
it into ſuch violent Convulſions, as without the 
inter poſing of a gracious undeſery'd Providence, 
muſt have ruin'd the very Frame of our Conſti- 
tution, and again turn d this whole Land into 
one great Aceldama, 

It theſe Gentlemen were ſeperated from the 
reſt of this Nation, and aſſembled together in 
their fanſied primitive State of Equality in one 
of Mr. Hoadly's Wildneſſes, we here ſhould not 
trouble our ſelves about them, they might be 
welcome to put in practice their Cloſet Notions, 
(as they call em) and eſtabliſh their reaſona- 
ble Form of Utopzan Government, their free 
State of Noland, according to ſuch a Model as 
they could agree among themſelves, and if 
they never ſhould agree (as moſt certainly they 


wou'd not) if they ſhou'd behave themſelves 


like the Cad mean Brethern, and fight it out to 
the laſt Man, each in Defence of his darling 
Whimſy, we ſhou'd not be angry; they 
wou'd only be Objects of our Pity, and a freſh 
Inſtance of Popular Frenzy, and the miſerable 
Condition of Men left to themfelves without 
Laws and Government, and infatuated with 
ſuch Notions, as tend to the Deſtruction of 
that Order and Subjection by which both are 
Conſtituted and Preſerv'd. 

But, as they are here blended among us, where 
we are Born, under a Conſtitution of Laws and 


Government, handed down to us from our Fa- 


thers, which they liv'd happily under, and with 


which we, their Tory Sons, are very well ſatis- 


fied, where we have a Religion eſtabliſh'd, 
which we take to be Orthodox and truely Apo- 
ſtolical; 
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ſtolical ; thoſe who have any Concern for either» 
cannot but look with a jealous Eye on the Acti- 
ons of thoſe Men, who, in Purſuance of their 
deſtructive Principles, have for ſeveral Years 
paſt, been carrying on a continued Deſign to o- 
verturn and deſtroy both; which if Heaven, in 
its Anger, ſhou'd ever ſuffer them to accompliſh, 
muſt neceſſarily bring us all into the deplorable 
Circumſtances I have been juſt ſpeaking of, as 
was but too fatally prov'd in thoſe unhappy 
Times, when, after they had accompliſh'd thcir 
Ends, and laid both Crown and Mitre in the 
Duſt, the People finding themſelves harraſs'd in 
the Space of a dozen Years, with as many vari 
ous Forms of Oppreſlion, (all under the Pretence 
of publick Good,) and finding no Proſpe& of 
Eaſe, but in the Way they had forſaken, univer- 
{ally agreed to turn out thoſe wretched State- 
Tinkers, and heartily concur in the happy Re- 
ſtoration of our Monarchy, Laws and Religion. 

From which Time, I ſhall endeavour to give 


a brief Account of their Actions and Behaviour, 


that we may ſee what Sort of Creatures we hug 
in our Boſoms, I ſhall not aſcend higher into 
their Hiſtory, nor enter into the Detail of the 
Miferies the whole Iſland of Britain ſuffer'd by 
the Murders, Depredations, and Sacriledges 
committed, and Civil Wars and Rebellions rai- 
ſed and carry'd on by them, in theſe Nations be- 
fore that Time. They appear very flagrant in 
our Hiſtories , but as they are too apparent to 


be deny'd, they are too notoriouſly wicked to 


be publickly avow'd; ſo they tell us, that all 
thoſe old Rebels are Dead long ago, and wou'd 
have us take them for quite another Sort of Men 
and forget, or, at leaſt, draw a Curtain over 
thoſe. Tranſactions. 
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This we might do, cou'd we be ſatisfied they 
were not ſtil] tainted with the ſame Infection; 


if it were not only the Want of Power that 
_ hinders them from filling op the Iniquity of their 


Fathers; if they cou'd be perſuaded to reject the 
Principles which brought thoſe Calamities upon 
us; but ſince they are and will be the ſame Men, 
and the ſame Cauſes naturally will produce the 
ſame Effects, we ought to keep thoſe nefarious 
Crimes in the higheſt Remembrance, and ſet ' em 


uß to Poſterity as Land-marks, to warn 'em to 
avoid thoſe dangerous Rocks of Sedition and 


Schiſm, on which our Church and Monarchy 
were Shipwrack'd. 

But this having been ſo well and fo amply 
done by much abler Hands, I ſhall only endea- 
vour to ſhew, that we are not beholden to anyA- 
mendment in the Faction, that the ſame Trage- 
dies have not been frequently re- acted; in which 
if I fall ſhort for Want of thoſe Helps I cou'd 
wiſh for, I hope it may incite thoſe who are bet- 
ter able, to let us farther into the Secret. 

It has been lately obſerv'd, that Conſcience 
has an elaſtick Force, a Reſiſtance to an uneaſy 
Preſſure, and a Striving to re-inſtate it ſelf in 
its priſtine Condition; now the uneaſy Preſſure 
upon theſe Men, is Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, be- 
cauſe they cannot make Root and Branch Work 
with both, which they are continually ſtriving to 
do, and to introduce a Democracy, or rather 
Anarchy both in Church and State; this is their 
Good Old Cauſe which they think themſelves o- 
blig'd to advance, by all the Ways and Means 


they can, and never did, nor ever will miſs an 


Opportunity of uſing their utmoſt Efforts for it. 
For, no ſooner was King Charles the II. ſeated 
in his Throne, though to quiet the Minds of all 
| Men, 


* 
, 
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Men he had paſs'd an Act of general Amneſty, 
from the Favour of which his undeſerv'd Cle- 
mency, excepted none, but thoſe that ated or ſat 
as his Father's Judges, beſides Sir Henry Y are, 
Col. Lambert, Hugh Peters, and the two Perſons 
in Diſguiſe on the Scaffold ; and even of the 
Number of the pretended Judpes, thoſe who did 
not fit on the Day of the Sentence, nor ſign the 
Warrant for Execution, had their Lives ſpared 
(as alſo had Lambert) yet this had no Effect up- 
on them; for as thoſe who juſtly ſuffer'd , ſhew'd 
no Signs of Remorſe or Repentance, but moſt of 
them glory'd in the Villany, and juſtify'd the 
Cauſe and the Authority by which they acted; 
ſo their ſurviving Friends inſolently publiſn'd 
their Pleadings, Prayers and Speeches, to all the 
Advantage that the Spirit of Hell cou'd invent, 
with an intolerable Inſult upon the Civil Go- 
vernment, and all Morality and Religion. 

This Temper of theirs plainly ſhew'd what 
was to be expected, and accordingly Diſcoveries 
were made of ſome of their Plots and Contri- 
vances, in the very Year of the Reſtoration ; and 
Col. Holmes and ſome others were taken up for 
Treaſon, and tho? Holmes eſcap'd now, yet Ju- 
ſtice overtook him when he acted in Monmouth's 
Rebellion, for theſe Men like Witches never 
repent. 4:1 


The Notice of theſe Deſigns made theGovern- 


ment wateh their Motions more narrowly. They vig. cy. 
had ſecur'd Col.Overton, Cornet Day, Mayor pleas Ai 
Allen, and other Leaders of a Branch of the Par- ory of 
ty moſt Zealous for the Work, who wou'd have England. 


no King but Jeſus, yet a Congregation of them 
meeting by the King's Indulgence, in Coleman - 
ſtreet, did on Sunday Evening, Jan. 6th. 1660, 
break into an open Rebellion under the — 

B 3 0 
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of their Preacher, one Venner a Wine- cooper; 
they were not above 60 in Number, ( but well 
arm'd ) when they fally'd out of their Meeting- 
houſe, marching to St. Thomas Apoſtle's to call 
in more of their Party, thence to White-Croſs 
Street, into the City again at Cripplegate, and out 
again at Alderſgate, declaring for King Teſus, 
and killing ſeveral People; Sir Richard Brown 
then Lord Mayor, attack'd them with ſomeFiles 
of the Train'd Bands, but was at firſt repuls'd 
by Venner's Party, who fought with all the Ob- 
ſtinacy Fury and Zeal cou'd inſpire: Yet find- 
ing themſelves harder preſs'd, and being told, 
the Life-Guards were coming down upon them, 
they retir'd under the Favour of the Night to 
Cane-Wood, whither a Party of Horſe being ſent 
to hunt 'em out, they return'd to London on 
Wedneſday Morning early, where they appear'd 
in two Parties, one about Leaden- Hall, which 
march'd into Eaſt-Cheap, where after a ſtout Re- 
ſiſtance they were diſpers'd by the Train'd- 
Bands; the other with Fenner at their Head, 
came to the Lord Mayor's Hauſe, thinking to 
have ſurpriz'd him; but miſſing their Aim, 
march'd into Moed- Street, where they were 
broke by a Party of Horſe under Col. Corbet, and 
and then purſu'd by the Train'd Bands: though 
they fought with the moſt Deviliſh Rage ima- 
ginable, and Fenner himſelf was much wounded 
before he cou'd be taken: Who afterwards was 
Try'd; Condemn'd, and Executed, with about 15 
of his Crew; maſt of them at their Deaths raving 
and calling down Vengeance from Heaven on the 
King, the Judges, and the City of Londan. 
This of Venner's was indeed ſo wild a Freak, 
that I cannot attribute the Action it ſelf to the 
whole Party, who paſs under the nen, 
patent Sh | of 
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of Whiggs; but was certainly a Branch of the 
” main Deſign, only the over hot Zeal of theſe 
= Enthuſiaſts, fir'd this Fongade before the grand 
4 Mine was ready to ſpring. : 
For, about this Time the Preachers of all the 
Sects by their ſeditious Sermons, had conjured up 
the Spirit of Rebellion in the Minds of their 
Hearers all over the Kingdom ; which made the 
Lord Chancellor in his Speech, at the Opening of 
the Parliament, May 8th, 1661, complain of the 
ſeditious Preachers, who could not be contented to 
be diſpenſed with for their Obedience to ſome Laws Compleat 
Eſtabliſh'd, without Reproaching and Inveighing Hiſtory of 
againſt thoſe Laws, and tell the Parliament, That England. 
by the Multitude of intercepted Letters, from and to Hol. 3. 
all the Counties of England, in which the Time was 
ſet down wherein the Work of the Lord was to be done. 
By the deſperate Carriage of the Traitors themſelves, 
and the Bragging of their Friends, it might be con- 
cluded the Combination reach'd very far —therefore 
it would become their Wiſdom to provide new Re- 
medies for new Diſeaſes, and to 2 the Perſon 
of the King, from the firſk Approaches of Villany, and 
the Peace of the Kingdom from the firſt Overtures of 
Sedition. Which was accordingly done by an 
Act for the Safety and Preſervation of his Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government, &c. 
Nor was this Caution needleſs, for ſome Time 
after, the Deſign of another laſurreQion was de- 
tected in Devonſhire, headed by ſome Anabaptits, 
&c. And other Diſcoveries of the ſame Nature 
were made in Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, Derbyſhire, 
Staffordſhire, Worceſterſhire, Oxfordſhire, Hereford- 
ſhire, and other Counties. In Wales alſo divers 
_ Oliverian Officers were taken, and another Ca- 
bal of them, as Packer, Read, Kenrick, and others, 
ſiezed in Met minſter. 
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Theſe continued Plots gave Occaſion to the 
Act of Uniformity, which was found neceſſary 
for the Peace and Safety of the State, as well as 
for the Good and Glory of the Church; the 
Faction and Sedition of the ſeveral Seas and 
Parties, working up the Wiſdom of the Nation 
into this Expedient of Awe and Reſtraint upon 
them: But on the other Hand to take away all 
Pretences of jealouſies or Apprehenfions, the Act 

of Indemnity was again confirm'd. A 
But all this had no Effect on them, they reſo- 
v. ibid. lutely Plot on, and in the Year 1662, another 
v. Col. Attempt upon the very JunQure of Execution 
Hers Bick, was miraculouſly detected, many of the Conſpi- 
- Cha. rators fled out of the Reach of Juſtice, and Stubbs, 
v. Heath's Gibbs, and others, were taken and Executed, 
Chron, acknowledging at their Deaths the Crimes for 
which they juſtly ſuffer'd. . 
Nor did theſe- providential Diſcoveries, or 
jaſt Executions deter or amend them; as faſt as 
the Heads of this Hydra were cut off, more ſtill 
v. Comp), Prouted; they ſtill Plotted on to advance their 
bi/t. vol. 3. Good Old Cauſe, and took upArms for reſtoring it. 
Heath's In the Year 1663, a dark Cloud of Rebellion 
Chron. gather'd in the North, from whence it was to 
have ſpread over the Kingdom; they began 
there, becauſe more remote from the Court and 
nearer to Scotland, where they had Agents em- 
ploy'd among the Brethern, as they had alſo in 
London, and moſt of the Counties in England ; 
they had a Sort of Declaration or Call to Rebel- 
lion, which they call'd a righteous and glorious 
Work; they had an Oath of Secrecy enjoyn'd, 
and had agreed to riſe on the 12th of Oct. and ac- 
cordingly a good Number of them met in Arms 
in Farnly-Wood ; they gave Aſſurance to their 
Friends; that the laſurreQion wou'd be N 11 
Wen | that 
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C9] 
that Whitehall and the Tower ſhon'd be ſecur'd ; 
that Nottingham, Gloceſter, and Newcaſtle ſhou'd 
be ſeiz'd as the moſt convenient Paſſages over 
the Trent, Severn, and Tyne, and Boſton in, Lin- 
colnſhire, for a Sea-Port» to receive Succours out 
of Holland and other foreign Parts ; their Pre- 
tences were to free themſelves from the Exciſe 
and Subſidies, to re-eſtabliſh a Goſpel-Magiſtra- 
cy and Miniſtry» to reſtore the long Parliament, 
and reform all Orders and Degrees of Men, eſ- 
pecially the Lawyers and Clergy : The Direction 
of this and all their other Plots was under a ſtan- 
ding Council of Six in London. But ſome of the 
principal Contrivers having been diſcover'd 
and ſecur d, and the Time and Places of Rendez- 
vous thereby known, the Militia being drawn 
out, and ſome regular Troops ſent into York- 
ſhire, prevented the Execution of their Deſign ; 


divers of them were taken, and a Commiſſion 


of Oyer and Terminer was ſent to York, for the 
Tryal of ſome of the principal Leaders, moſt of 
which were Conventicle Preachers, or old Par- 
liament Soldiers, 17 of whom were Try'd, and 
15 of *em found Guilty and Executed, at York, 
Leeds, and other Places. Some of them at their 
Tryals confeſs'd in Subſtance as above ; others of 
them behav'd themſelves with moſt intollerable 
Inſolence ; one Cotton proteſting in the Face of 
the Court, that in ſuch 4 Cauſe he valued his Life 
no more than the Judge did his Handkerchief. 

Another Part of this Tragedy was to have 
been acted in Jreland, for which Warren and 
Jephſon, both Colonels and Parliament-Men, 
were Try'd and Executed, and after them, one 
Thompſon,one Lackey a Presbyterian Preacher, and 
others; and above two Years after, Shapcot Sta- 
ples, and five other Members of Parliament More 
| call' 


3 


— 4 — —— 


_— 


„ — 
— — — — 5 - 


- — — 
2 = 
— i » 


| 
l 
| 
: 
k 
j 
1 
g 
4 
| 

! 


(10) 

call'd to the Bar, and expell'd the Houſe, and 
made incapable of ever ſitting in any Parliament 
in that Kingdom, for having been in this Plot, in 
which Col. Walcot was alſo concern'd, who was 
afterwards hang'd for the Rye-Hhouſe Conſpiracy. 

And in Scotland, they were actually in Arms, 
being Headed by Crookſhank and Mac. Cormack, 
two preaching Colonels, but were quelFd by 
D. Hamilton. 

although the Deſign of this Rebellion was ſo 
widely extended, and fo fully diſcover'd and ac- 
knowledg'd, yet Ludlow in his Memoirs, with 
a right Mhiggiſh Aſſurance, tells us, it was all a 
Sham Plot, a mere State-Contrivance, but ſoon 


Ludlow's after owns, That about this Time, their Friends in 
Mem.To.3. all Parts began to entertain Hopes they might be a- 


Ol. 118. 


gain employ d to reſcue their Country from Servitude; 
and that in this Poſture of Affairs, Col. Algernoon 
Sidney, who had for ſome Time reſided in Italy, 


thought convenient to draw nearer Home, that if 


an Opportunity ſhou d Offer, he might not be wanting 
in his Duty and the Publick Service, ſo reſolv/d to 
winter in Flanders; That paſſing through Switzer- 
land, he made a Viſit to the Regicides harbour d 
there, ſtaying with them Three Weeks, aſſuring them 
of his Affection and Friendſhip, and no Way decli- 
nins them and their Cauſe, . 

Now what cou'd give Encouragement to theſe 
Hopes, and Occaſion theſe Motions, but their 
Correſpondence with their Fellow Traitors 
here? From whom they doubtleſs receiv'd Ac. 
counts of the Deſign of which they waited the 
Succeſs, wherein they were diſappointed by an 
over-ruling Providence, and the Vigilance of 
thoſe at the Helm, who, as much as in them lay, 
to prevent the like Dangers for the future, in 
the next Seſſion of Parliament, paſſed 2 


(ur) 

Ac for the Suppreſſing of Conventicles, which they 
truely look'd upon as Neſts of Sedition and Re- 
bellion. | 

The Faction now finding, by melancholy Ex- 
perience, that their Strength was not equal to 
their Malice, to ſupply that Defet, and by 

any Means to work our Deſolation (it poſſible) 
the Sword of a foreign Enemy was to be 
brought upon us, There had been divers Com- 
plaints of Damages done by the Dutch to 

our Trade in both Indies, on which the King 
had been addreſs'd by the Parliament, and De- 
mands of Satisfaction made, which met with 
only evaſive Returns, our Traitors refuged there, 
aſſuring the Dutch, That our Affairs were not in a V. Skyn- 
Poſture for Reſentment, That our Civil Diſtractions neri motus 
being newly ended, we had not Money to carry on a * 
War Abroad, nor was the King yer ſo well ſettled 
in his Throne as to be able to Revenge their Injuries, 
or Hazard his Safety, hy truſting Arms in the Hands 
of thoſe, wha afterwards might not be willing to lay 
them down ;, That the Engliſh were not now the ſame 
Enemy they had been, under the Rump Parliament, 

the warlike Fierceneſs of the Nation being ſunk with 
that Government; And Laſtly, as the ſtrongeſt 

Argument of all, and how true it was, will ſoon 
appear, That the Fanaticks were numerous, who 
would probably Fight for the Dutch again3t the 
King, or at leajF would not Fight for him again5t 
thoſe who were for Liberty of Conſcience. 

By theſe Incentives were that People encou- 
raged to refuſe the juſt Satisfaction deman- 
ded, and undertake a War againſt us, in 
which many of theſe Traitors lent their help- 

ing Hand, actually entring into that Service 
againſt their Natural Prince and Country, while 
their Fellows here (like Men punQual to their 
| . Words) 
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Words) were no leſs ready to aſſiſt in the De- 
ſtruction of that Government under which they 
were Protected. 
To the Calamity of War, God was plea 

ſed in (the Summer of the Year 1665.) as a 
heavier Scourge -upon us,” to add the more 
dreadful One of a raging Peſtilence, when, leſt 
the diſaffected Party might take Advantage 
of theſe publick Misfortunes, and the Abſence 
of the Court and Parliament, which were re- 


moved to Oxford, and might raiſe new Tu- 


mults and Diſtractions, a Proclamation was 
publiſh'd, requiring all disbanded Officers and 
Soldiers, who had ſerv'd ia the Armies of any 
of the late uſurp'd Powers, to depart the Ci- 
ties of London and Weſtminſter, and not to re- 
turn within 20 Miles of the ſame till November 
following, The like Apprehenſion occaſion'd 
the Paſſing the Five Mile Act, in the Parliament 
at Oxford, where alſo by another Act, Colonel 
Doleman, Bampfield alias Stepner, Scot, the Son 
of Scot the Regicide, and others, then in the 
Dutch Service, were Attainted, and more, 
made ſubje& to the Pain cf High Treaſop, if 
they ſhould not return within a Time to be li- 
mitted by a Proclamation for that Purpoſe, 
which accordingly iſſued, ſummoning Colonel 
Desboroaw, Colonel Kelſey, Colonel White, Grove, 
Honywood, Nicholas, and others, to return by 
July the 2d, 1666. which I do not find any of 
them did. Now, that theſe Apprehenſions of 
the Government were but too juſt, and not 
Pretences made uſe of to load the Diſſenters 


with Severities, we ſhall further ſee by their 
own Accounts. 3 | 


- Ludlow, 
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Mr. Say, who was then at Amſterdam, inviting 


C19 3 : 


Ludlow (who boaſts that he had the Honour udien“ 
to be one of the King's Judges) tells us, That el“ 
by Means of this Wat ſome of their Friends, fol. 165. 
conceiving great Hopes of the Reſtitution of 
the Common-wealth, enter'd into a Treaty 
with divers principal Miniſters of the. States, 
for procuring ſome Forces to join with their 
Party in England againſt the common Enemy 
(by which he means the King and all his Loyal 
Subjects) his Concurrence being deſir'd, he, it 
ſeems, ſtood off, on Account of the Behaviour 


4 of the Dutch to Barkſtead, Okey, and Corbet, 


three of the Regicides, whom they had deli- 
ver'd up to Sir George Downing, then Ambaſſa- 
dor there, who ſent them over into England to 
receive the Reward of their Villanies, which 
made him apprehend the ſame Uſage, in Caſe 
of an Accommodation with England. 


In the mean Time, he receiv'd a Letter from e 
3 * 


him by many cogent Arguments to quit Swit- 
zerland, where he then was, that he might be 
inſtrumental in the Service of his Country at 
that Time, Mr. Say being certainly inform'd 
that conſiderable Numbers in England, Scotland, 
and Jreland, wou'd appear for them, and ſuch 
Meaſures wou'd be taken there for their Aſſi- 
Nance, as gave great Hopes of Succeſs ; that 
nothing ſeem'd ſo much wanting as fix'd Coun- 
cils both there, and in England, ſo begg'd his 
ſpeedy Help, it being high Time to be prepa- 
ring, and it would be to their Shame it they 
ſhould Neglect it. 

About 8 Days after, Ludlow receiv'd another Ibid. 158, 
Letter from the ſame Perſon deſiring Credit to“? 
the Contents of his laſt, and adding, that the 
Heer Neuport had at a Conference aſſured 18 

that 


S. 


ö 
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that the Iatentions of the Srates were to relieve 
the good People of England; that the Dutch 
had 30000 Men ready to put on Board theit 
Fleet, of which Number 100e0 were Land- 
Soldiers, and to be diſpoſed, as they (the Trai- 
tors) ſhould direct That a great Sum of Mo- 
ney was prepared for the Service, and the 
whole Fleet ſhould be commanded to favour 
the Enterprize; That if it ſhonld be thought 
neceſlary to tranſport Horſe into England, they 
won'd comply with that alſo. Therefore ear- 
neſtly begg'd him to lay aſide his Prejudices, 
and, as he lov'd the Cauſe, ro come ſpeedily 
and ſet his Hand and Heart to the Work. 
That a conſiderable Miniſter there had very 
much enquir'd after Zudlow, and given Reaſon 
to hope, that, if he would come to them in 
that Conjuncture, they would Place him at the 
Head of ſuch a Number of Men, as ſhould, by 
the Bleſſing of God, and-the Concurrence of 
their Friends in England, be ſufficient to reſtore 
the Common-wealth ; aſſuring him, according 
to the beſt Information he could get, that on 
ſuch an Occaſion there would be a greater Ap- 
pearance for them, than at the Beginning of 
the late War. Let me therefore (concludes he) 
not hear from you, but ſee you. 
Nor was it only with theſe Dutch Prote- 
ſtants our Saints join'd their Endeavours to 
ruin their Native Country, but with French Pa- 
piſts alſo, notwithſtanding their pretended A- 
verſion to that People, and their Religion ; 
for after our Rupture with France, which was 
in Feb. 1665. a Treaty of the ſame Nature was 
agreed to be carried on at Paris, where Col. 
Stdney, Ludlow, and others, were to be lodg'd 
in the Houſe of the Dutch Ambaſſador , ” 
whic 
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' which End they had Letters of Safe- Conduct 


from Monſieur de Lionne the French Secretary, 
and Paſſes from Monſieur D'EFrades, Gover- 
nour of Dunkirk. Ludlow had then a Letter 
from England, informing him, That the Condi- 
tion of their Friends here, was not Contempri- 
ble, that they thought no Hazards too grear 
to venture for the Cauſe, exhorting him there- 
fore to lay aſide Scruples, and improve that fa- 
vourable Conjuncture to the Advantage of the 
Common-wealth. 

He had other Letters at the ſame Time from 
Col. Sidney, Mr. Say, and Col. Briſcoe, preſ- 
ſing him to Engage in the Undertaking ; but 
the Lord Jermyn being then upon a Treaty at 
Paris, Ludlow was apprehenſive of the Succefs 
of his Negotiation ; however, he offer'd, rhat 
if the State: wou'd by a publick Declaration 


acknowledge their Errour in delivering up 


their Three Friends, Promiſe to uſe their Bn- 
deavours to reſtore the Common-wealth to 
the Exercife of their Authority, furniſh fuch 
a Number of Troops of the Reform'd Religion, 
as might be- ſufficient to protect their Friends 
in coming in to them, and Promiſe not to leave 
theſe good Confederates in a worſe Condition 
than they found 'em, he wou'd heartily engage 
in the Enterprize. | | 
He afterwards receiv'd another Letter from 
Holland, ſubſcrib'd by many Hands, importing, 
that they had there receiv'd ſuch an Account 


of the Condition of their Friends ia England, 


that the States were inclin'd to give 'em con- 
ſiderable Succours of all Things necefſary for 
the Enter prize, and had a ſecond Time cauſed 
a great Body of Land Forces to be ſhipp'd on 
Boar 


Ibid, 1 87. 


Ibid. 190, 
191. 
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Board the Fleet, purely on their Account, ſo- 
lemnly proteſting, they had no other Deſign 
than to give the good People of England a ſea- 
ſonable and effectual Aid ; ſo they (the Subſcri- 
bers) renew'd their - moſt affectionate Deſires, 
that he would haſten to *em, and not let ano- 
ther Opportunity be Loſt. 

He was after this, deſir'd to Command 4000 
Land-Men put on Board the Dutch Fleet, 
which were then commanded by Colonel Dole- 
man, and deſign'd to be Landed at a certain 
Place in England, and their Friends here were 
to have timely Notice of their Intentions; but 
Ludlow having no Satisfaction in the Points he 
inſiſted on, and being apprehenſive of a Peace, 
declin'd the Service: | 

I have been the more prolix in the Account 
of theſe Correſpondences , becauſe coming 
from the Pen of one of their Party, giving 
an Account of his own Actions.; I hope the 
hardieſt of them will not deny, but that it 1s a 
Proof of thoſe. Plots I have already mention'd, 
as well as thoſe I ſhall proceed to give an Ac- 


count of, which are all Links of the ſame Chain, 


all depending on each other, and hammar'd on 
the ſame Anvil. | 

In April 1666. another Diſcovery was made, 
an Account of which you ſhall have in the 


Words of the London Gazette, No. 48. from 


Thurſday April 26. to Monday April 30. 1666. 


© At the Seſlions in the Old Baily, John Rath- 4 4 
bone an old Army Colonel, William Saunders, 
* Henry Tucker, Thomas Flint, Thomas Evans, 


John Myles, William Weſcot, and John Cole, for- 


s merly Officers or Soldiers in the late Rebel- 
_ © lion, were Indicted for Conſpiring the * 4 
8 f 


FR 


7 


© of his Majeſty and the Overthrow of the 
© Government ; having laid their Plot and Con- 
© trivance for the Surpriſal of the Tower, the 


© Killing his Grace the Lord General, Sir John 


* Robinſon, Lieutenant of his Majeſty's Tewer of 
© London, and Sir Richard Brown, and then to 
© have declar'd for an equal Diviſion of Lands, 
© &c. The better to effect this helliſh Deſign, 
© the City was to have been Fir'd, and the Port- 
© cullis to have been let down, to keep out all 
© Aſſiſtance; the Horſe-Guards to have been 
* ſurpriz'd in the Inns, where they were quar- 
* ter'd, ſeveral Oſtlers having been gain'd for 
* that Purpoſe: The Tower was accordingly 

view'd, and its Surprize order'd by Boats o- 
ver the Mote, and from thence to ſcale the 
Wall. One Alexander, who is not yet taken, 
had likewiſe diſtributed Sums of Money to 
© theſe Conſpirators; and for the carrying on of 
the Deſign more effeQually, they were told of 
* a Council of the great Ones, that ſate fre- 


. 


© quently in London, from whom iſſu'd all Or- 


ders; which Council receiv'd their Directions 
© from another in Holland, who ſate with the 


States, and that the 3d of Sep. was pitch'd on 


* for the Attempt, as being found by Lillie's 
© Almanack, and a Scheme erected tor that Pur- 
© poſe, to be a lucky Day, a Planet then ruling 
* which prognoſticated the Downfall of Mo- 
© narchy. The Evidence againſt theſe Perſons 
was very full and clear, and they accordingly 
found guilty of High Treaſon. 

Theſe Wretches being afterwards executed, 


j Tuc ber at his Death andertook to Propheſie, that 
the City ſhou'd be Burnt, altho' the Hand of 
Jaſtice thus laid hold on them, Which falling out 
| accord- 
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accordingly at the very Time projected and 
prognoſticated, makes it more than probable, 
that it was done by their ſurviving Friends, who 
being incited by the ſame Motives carried on 
the ſame Deſigns. 

Various indeed were the Opinions, how this 
dreadful] Conflagration begun, ſome looking up- 
on it to be the Scourge of Heaven on a wicked 
People, others ſaid it was contriv'd and carried 
on by the Papiſts, and endeavour'd to charge 
at leaſt a Connivence on the Guards, the Earl 
of Craven, the Duke of York, and even the King 
himſelf to draw an odious Parallel between him 
and Nero, by theſe Means to throw it as far 
from themſelves as poſſible, which I am apt to 
imagine was the true Intent of Sir PatienceWard's 
Monumental Inſcription. As to Dr. Otes's Nar- 
rative, that ſome of the Jeſuites join'd with the 
abovenam'd Traytors to contrive and perform 
this barbarous Enterprize, if he were of better 
Credit, or his Story of more Probability, if we 
cou'd be ſatisfied that any Body loſt a Box of 
Diamonds containing 1000 Carracts, which he 
ſays the Jeſuits carried off, yet it wou'd no Way 
contribute to the Credit of the Whiggs, to prove 
them Tools in the Hands of the Papiſts, but 
ought rather to encreaſe our Apprehenſions of 
them. 

Not long before this, the French had ſent 
the Governor of Cheuſey in a ſmall Boat, with 
a Letter to Major General Lambert, then Pri- 
ſoner in Jerſey, to offer him Terms to contrive 
the Delivery of that Iſland to them, but the 
Governor and his Pilot were both taken and 
hang'd as Spies. Now, whoever from this and 
what has before been ſaid, will reflect 1 

inſi- 
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inſidious Dealings both of the French and Dutch 
then join'din a War againſt us, and what. Sort 


of Men were their Inſtruments here, will (if 


not blinded with Prejudice ) ſee, that my Opini- 
on is not ill grounded, That if the City was fir'd 
deſignedly, it was done by the Fanatics. 

But as a further Proof, it is to be obſerv'd, 
that about the Time of theFire, the Dutch Fleet 
lay upon the French Coaſt expecting the Navy 
of France to joyn them, in Order to make ſome 
conſiderable Attempt, which Junction was pre- 
vented by Prince Rupert, who in Probability, 
but for a Storm which aroſe then, had done 
them a further Piece of Service; and on the o- 


ther Hand, the Brethren in Scotland, who always 


kept Pace with our Saints here, in advancing 
the pious Work of Rebellion, wete in Arms 


there to make a Diverſion, and facilitate the Ex- 


ecution of their Projects; about 1500 of 'em got 
into a Body, and by Degrees form'd themſelves 


juto an Army; having their Foot commanded 


by one Wallace, and their Horſe by one Lairmont, 


formerly a Tailor; moſt of the other Leaders 


of their Troops were caſhier'd Preachers, by 


Z whoſe Advice they all took the Covenant at 


Lanrick, and gave it as the Word when they 


= were drawn up for Battel on Pentland- Hills, 
= where they were entitely defeated by the King's 
Forces, with ſome other Troops under Duke 
= Hamilton, the Earl of Athol, and other Noble 


Men; abovt 500 of the Rebels were kill'd and 
=X 100 taken Priſoners: moſt bf whom were ex- 
ecuted for an Example to deter others from 
the like Practices. 


The next Summer the Peace was concluded 


Lat Breda, and during the Time of the Treaty, 


2 | when 
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when no Acts of Hoſtility were expected, and 
our Fleet laid up, the Dutch, invited by the la- 
formations of their kind Correſpondents here, 
and piloted up by Engliſh Renegades, enter'd 
rhe River Medway, took Sheerneſs, burnt and de- 
ſtroy'd many of our Ships, and landed ſome For- 
ces in the Ifle of Shepey to ſupport the Malecon- 
tents there, who did not dare to budge, the Duke 
of Albemarle being too near them with an Army; 
after which falling down again, they made ſeve- 
ral other Inſults on our Coaſts, even after the 
Peace was concluded, the Terms of which were 
not much to the Honour of England, for the 
King being with Reaſon, more apprehenſive of 
Danger from theſe his Domeſtic than his Foreign 
Enemies, and ſenſible of the Advantage they 
wou'd take of Misfortunes occaſion'd by them- 
ſelves, ſent Orders for concluding the Peace on 
any Terms, and defer'd his Reſentment till a 
fairer Opportunity: Our inteſtine Dangers, by 
theſe Vipers gnawing in the Bowels of the King- 
dom, laying this Neceſſity upon him, and being 
the chief, if not the only, Source of this and all 
our other Misfortunes and Diſgraces. 

This it was, which made Sir William Temple 
write thus to the Lord Arlington in his Letter 
© July 19, 1667----Bvery Packet I receive from 
England confirms me ia the Belief, that a War 


Abroad is not our preſeat Buſineſs, till all at 


© Home be in better Order, no more than 
© hard Exerciſe, which ſtrenghtens healthy Bo- 
* dies, can be proper for thoſe that have a 
* Fever lurking in the Veins, or a Corſump- 
tion in the Fleſh, for which Reſt, and Order 


© and Diet are neceſſary, and perhaps ſome 


Medicine too, provided it come from a ore 
— Ul 


6210 
© ful and a skilful Hand; this is all that | 


* ſhall ay upon that Subject, which I preſume ' 
© has hefore this, receiv'd ſome Reſolution by 


my Lord Ambaſſador Coventry's Arrival, for 


© I confeſs my Stomach is come down, and I 
© ſhould be glad to hear the Peace ended, and 
© our Coaſts clear, ſince it will not be Better, 
* but all this while, Multum gemens Ignominiam 
© Plagaſq; ſuperbi Hoſtis, and | am ſure wou'd 


n not deſire to live, unleſs with Hopes of ſeeing 


our ſelves one Day in another Poſture, which 


3 * God Almighty has made us capable of when- 


© ever we pleaſe our ſelves. : 
Theſe were the true Reaſons of the inglo- 


2 rious Concluſion of this War, which the King 


had enter'd into, at the Deſire of the Parlia- 
ment, the City and the Nation, ia general, and 


| 1 was thus diſabled to go honourably thro” it; yet 


the King and his Miniſters muſt bear the Blame 


3 of all; the Populace are always ſenſible of the 


Effects of a publick Misfortune, but generally 
Ignorant of the Cauſe, which they are too apt 
to aſcribe to the ill Conduct of thoſe at the 
Helm: So that at this Time, it was very eaſie 
for the Faction, by their virulent Breath, to 
blow up popular Diſcontents, Fears and Jea- 
louſies, and raiſe ſuch a Cloud as might both en- 


danger the Government, and ſhadow their own 


baſe Actions: To appeaſe this impending 
Storm, a Sacrifice muſt be made, which un- 
happy Lot fell on that excellent Perſona the 
Earl of Clarendon, who by his ſteady Adherence 
to the true Intereſt both of his Prince and 
Country, which are certainly always the ſame, 
had made the whole Body of the Fadtion his 


Eaemies on the one Side, and on the other Side, 


C 3 had 


1 
had given Occaſion to ſome, who had the * 
or 


Ear, and perhaps might entertain Projects fot 
advancing the Prerogative too high, to alienate 


his Maſters Affections from him; thus was this 


great Man's Fall accompliſh'd, whereby the 
King loſt One of the greateſt Buttreſſes of his 
Throne, and the People One of the ſtrongeſt 
Bulwarks of our Conſtitution and eſtabliſh'd Re- 
ligion againſt Popery and Fanaticiſm, Anarchy 
and Arbitary Power. | 

During the Negotiations at Breda, the French 
Kine with a mighty Army, had, like a Torrent, 
over- run a great Part of the Spaniſh Netherlands, 
and taken Charleroy, Oudenard, Tournay, Doway, 
Courtray, and other Places there, and had alſo 
made further Advances in Alſace and the Fauche 
Compte. The Rapidity of theſe Conqueſts a- 
larm'd the Neighbouring Potentates, and united 
the Engliſh,Swedesand Dutch, in the famous Trip- 
ple Alliance, for their common Safety, and the 
Defence of the invaded Countries; an Alliance 
which, had it been as well obſerv'd as wiſely en- 
ter'd into, had ſtifled the Greatneſs of Fance in 


the Birth, and thereby ſav'd the Expence of 4 


Oceans of Blood, and Mountains of Treaſure,and 
prevented moſt of the Calamities, which have 
ſince fallen upon theſe Parts of Europe. 
The Peace with Holland having cut off the 
Hopes of the Faction of Aſſiſtance from thence, 
and on the other Hand the Popularity of this 
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Alliance, and the Baniſnment of the Earl of Cla- 7 
rendon, having quieted the Minds of thoſe well“? 
meaning People, who had been debauch'd and 
ſeduced by their baſe Inſinuations, and they 
themſelves being Diſpirited by the frequent 


Diſcovery of their Plots, and the ſtrid _ 
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( 23) 
held over them, by a due Execution of thoſe 
Laws the 3 had thereupon provided 


for its Defence. We hear of no more of their 
open Attempts againſt the Throne for ſome 
Time; but tho' their Pride was abated, and 
their Devices confounded, their Malice was 
not in the leaſt Degree aſſwaged, their 
Aſſaults were only put off, becauſe the Breaches 
were not wide enough, nor their Forces ſuffi- 
cient. 

They ply therefore their old Batteries of 
Lyes and Scandal, labour at their Saps of Sedi- 
tion, and open their Magazines of Fears, Jea- 
louſies and Apprehenſions of Popery and Ar- 
bitary Power; every Error in Government was 
magnify'd, and baſe Interpretations put on 
every public Action (even thoſe contriv'd by 
their own Party, ſome of whom were now got at 
the Head of Affairs) and made uſe of to Yetain 
from the King thoſe Supplies, which might en- 
able him, to ſapport the neceſſary Expences of 
the Government at Home, much leſs the Ho- 
nour of the Nation Abroad, by which Means 
they Hop'd to ſtarve him into a Dilemma, either 
of ſubmitting to ſach Compliances to them, or 
or taking ſuch other Meaſures for Money, as 
would be equally inconſiſtent with his Honour, 
Intereſt and Safety, | 

The Debts the King had contracted in his 
Exile, the Retarns of foreign Obligations, the 


Recompence of thoſe at Home, who had been 
Active in his Reſtoration, the Rewards of faith- 
ful Services, and too extenſive a Liberality in 
his Nature, with the great Expence of the late 
War, had laid him under very urgent Ne- 
ceſſities, and Money muſt be had at any Rate: 
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The Parliament had laid ſome Impoſitions 
on Wine and Vinegar. which prov'd very diſ- 
proportionate to his Occaſions and the Debts 
of the Nation, and more they would not do; 
when he preſs'd for Money, they urg'd Fears 
and Jealouſies ; when he ask'd for Bread they 
ſtill giving hint a Stone; yet they very kindly 
gave him Leave to part with his own, if he 
pleas'd. And an Ad was accordingly paſs'd 
for the Sale of thoſe Fee Farm Rents, Cc. 
which remain'd to the Crown, out of the 


vaſt Land-Revenue, it was formerly poſſeſs'd 


of, which was truely the Decus & Tutamen of 
the Throne, by tying a very conſiderable Part 
of the Nation, to a more immediate Dependance 
upon it, either as Tenants or Officers. By this 
laſt Blow to that Part of the Revenue, the 
People got good Pennyworths, and the King 
became the more Dependent upon them, which 
was indeed the Deſign of the Project, ot which 
he himſelſ was ſo Senſible, that (tho "bis Neceſ- 
ſities prevail'd with him to comply with it) he 
ever after frown'd on the Projector. 

The Growth of Popery and Arbitary Power, 
was the old Bait wherewith' they had once 
catch'd the Nation, yet the Love of Liberty, 
and an Hereditary Averſion to the Remiſh Re- 
ligion, caſting a Miſt over the Eyes of Reaſon 
and common Senſe, made it ſtill paſs glibly 
doyn; and after this Time we ſee it thrown 
out in every Seſſion of Parliament during the 
reſt of this King's Reign, who never refus'd 
any reaſonable Security againſt the real or pre- 
tended Dangers from either; yet every Con- 
ceſſion of his did but make them ſtill louder 
in their Clamours, and more inſolent in their 
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Demands, which, at length, put the King quite 
out of Humour with Parliaments, and unfor- 
tunately induc'd him to lay-by the Uſe of 
them for his own Safety and the public 
Peace. 

But to return to the Thread of our Story : 
The French King was ſo alarm'd at the forming 
of the tripple Alliance, and ſo throughly ſen- 
ſible what a Curb it would be to the Carreer 
of his Ambition, that he ſpeedily clapp'd up 
the Peace of Aix la Chapelle, as well to divert 
the Danger he apprehended, as to be at 
Leiſure to diſunite the Hands which threatned 
it: To this End, ne Artifice, no Treaſure was 
ſpar'd, either here, or with the Swedes ; This was 
thought to be the Deſign of the Viſit of the 
1 Dutcheſs of Orleans, and of her Leaving a Leiger 
4 Embaſſad reſs in the King's Boſom; To this End 
were Monſieur Colbert, and the Marquis de Bell- 
fond ſucceſſively ſent hither , the former of 
which, in a Letter to Mareſchal Turenne, boaſts of 
his Succeſs with the Miniſtry, and that he had 
made them ſenſible of the full Extent of the Liber a- 
lity of his Maſter, which was ſo effectual with 
them, that after the Duke of Buckingham's Em- 
baſſy to Paris, and that of Mr. Coventry to Swe- 
den, a War againſt the Dutch was on one Day 
proclaim'd in London and Paris, the Exchequer 
being firſt ſnut up, under Colour of Neceſſity 
of providing for the publick Safety againſt the 
foreign Preparations for War. 

This War was in it ſelf contrary enough to 
the public Intereſt of the Nation, and the Hu- 
mour of the People in general; bur to open it 
with an AQtion ſo nearly touching their pri- 

vate Concerns, and no leſs prejudicial to L 
„ 0 


Clifford. 
A 7 lin 2 ton. 
Bucking- 
bam. 
Aſhley. 
Laudey- 
dale. 


(26) 

Honour of the King both at Home and Abroad, 
by making him a Bankrupt at a Time when 
he had the greateſt Occaſion for Credit, was no 
ſmall! Aggravation of it; ſo that which Way 
ſoever it be conſider'd, it muſt be look'd upon 
as the moſt impolitic Step made in this whole 
Reign. . 

But by whoſe Advice were theſe Things done? 
The great and wiſe Earl of Clarendon was forc'd 
into Exile, ia which he ſpent the Remainder 
of his Days (as a Reward for his faithful Ser- 
vices to his King and Country) and the Lord 
Treaſurers Southampton, that Standard of true 
old Engliſh Nobility, died about the ſame Time; 
ſo that our Enemies on each Side were rid o 
thoſe two able and honeſt High-Church Mini- 
ſters, and the Management of Affairs was now 
devolv'd into the Hands of a Set of Men known 
by the Name of the Cabal, a Word unluckily 
fram'd out of the initial Letters of their Names 
or \Titles, a heterogeneous Body whe; of 
jarring Principles, a known Papiſt, and a ſuſ- 
pected one, a Latudinarian, and an inyeterate 
Republican; as to the fifth, his Province lying 
chiefly in our Neighbour Nation, I ſhall leave 
his Character to his Countrymen, tho' I think 
him the beſt Servant of the Five. | 

I have herein before taken Notice of ſeveral 
Acts of Parliament made in this Reign to curb 
the Diſſenters, with the Occaſions and Reaſons 
of making thoſe Acts, whereby it appears they 
were not intended to oppreſs tender Conſci- 
ences, but to ſecure the publick Peace againſt 
rebellious Principles and Practices, the Danger 


of which the Parliament was ſo ſenſible of, that 


tho? the King made ſeveral Offers at a Parlia- 
Ge | | mentary | 
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mentary Indulgence to the Diſſenters, yet he 
cou'd never obtain it, but thre' the natural 
Tenderneſs of the King's Diſpoſition, and his 
Averſeneſs to every Thing that carried the Re- 
ſemblance of Severity, the Execution of the 
Penal Laws was generally neglected, and the 
Meetings conniv'd at, except only at ſuch 
Times as their petulant Behaviour, or traſterous 
Attempts, had provok'd the Government, or 
awaken'd it to a Care of its own Safety : Thus 
in the Year 1669. the inſolent Carriage of Bax- 
ter, and others of his Fraternity, juſtly rais'd not 
only the Indignation of the Churchmen, but the 
Jealouſie of all, who were honeſtly concern'd 
for the legal Adminiſtration of the Govern- 
ment; ſo that at the Meeting of the Parliament 
the 6th of Nov. both Houſes in a ſolemn Man- 
ner return'd his Majeſty their Thanks for his 
Care of the Publick, in iſſuing out his Proclama- 
tion for ſuppreſſing Conventicles, and humbly 
deſir'd him to continue the ſame Care for the 
Future; which that it might be more effectual, 
another Act was paſs'd in that Seſſion, to ſup- 
preſs and prevent ſeditious Conventicles. 

But, at the Breaking out of this War, to try 
if it was poſſible to ſweeten the ſour Diſpoſition 
of the Diſſenters and win them by kind Uſage, 
the King exerted a Stretch of his Prerogative 
in their Favour, and publiſh'd his Declaration 
of Indulgence ; this was ſaid to be firſt propos'd 
by Clifford out of Kindneſs to the Papiſts, but 
was forwarded by Aſbley to make himſelf popu- 
lar with the Diſſenters, and take off ſome Part 
of the Odium of his Project of ſhutting up the 
Exchequer, and cou'd not but be agreeable to 
the Libertiniſm of Buckingham ; it was 2 
& is; 5g Ye et 4 00k? 
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look'd upon by many as a good Piece of Poli- 
cy to ſecure this Back-Door, and procure an 
Agreement with theſe at Home, before we en- 
gag'd a foreign Enemy, who was ſo well ac- 
quainted with the Method of making Advan- 
rages by them, as was done in the laſt War; 
but they are not to be oblig'd ; inſtead of be- 
ing thankful for the Eaſe they enjoy'd, ſome of 
them attributed it to a puſillanimous Appre- 
henfion of their Strength and Numbers ; others, 
to a Deſign of advancing Popery ; and another 
Sort of 'em did not think it enough, and wou'd 
not be contented without a Comprehenſion in- 
to the Bargain; fo difficult, if not impoſſible, it 
is to content this wayward Race, unleſs they 
may have the whole Power Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil put into their Hands; and how they wou'd 
uſe it God only knows ; but by the Specimens 
they have given us, when they have had Oppor- 
tunity, no good Churchman or Loyal Subject 
will ever deſire to ſee a Trial of the Experi- 
ment. a | 

As this Indulgence had no good Effect on 
thoſe it was intended to favour, it had an ill 
one upon the reſt of the Nation, and alarm'd 
the Parli ment; ſo that they addreſs'd the King 
on the Head of the Diſpenſing Power, who not 
without ſome Difficulty promis'd, this Inſtance 
ſhould never for the Future be drawn into 
Conſequence or Example. | 

You may as well endeavour to tame a wild 


Beaſt by Logick, as to reclaim a Whigg by 


good Uſage : This undeſerved Lenity,one would 
ex pect.ſhould atleaſt have quieted their Clamours, 
and induc'd them to a more eaſie Subjection 
and Submiſſion to the Government; but on the 

cons 
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contrary, they took ſtill more Liberty in their 
Aſperſions and Reproaches on the King and his 
Miniſters, and reviv'd their traiterous In- 
trigues with our Enemies, the Dutch, whoſe 
chief Hopes were grounded on the Diviſions 
and Miſchief they might create by the Faction 
here; by which they did not doubt of loading 
the King with ſuch Difficulties as ſhould diſa— 
ble him to carry on the War. Two of their 
principal Agents, with their Credentiils and 
Inſtructions to this Purpoſe, were taken here, 
and committed to the Tower, as you may ſce in 
the Lord Chancellor's Speech in Parliament, the 
5th of Febr. 1672. | 

Ia this remarkable Speech, the Earl of Shafrs- 
bury (who was now made Chancellor on the 
Diſmiſſion of the honeſt old Lord Keeper Bridg- 
man) tells the Parliament, That this was indeed 
a War neceſſary and unavoidable ;, That the Dutch 
mere the common Enemies to all Monarchies, and 
eſpecially to ours, their only Competitor for Trade 
and Power at Sea, who only ſtand in their Way to 
an univerſal Empire as great as Rome; That at 
any Rate delenda eſt Carthago ; That Government 
was to be brought down ;, and that it ſhowd be remem- 
bred the States of Holland are England's eternal 
Enemy, both by Intere ſt and Inclination. 

How right he was here in his Politics, nor 
whether he was in earneſt now, or only de- 
ſign'd by theſe Steps to render the Govern- 
ment odious to the People, to make Way for 
the Accompliſhment of his wicked Deſigns, I 
ſhall not take upon me to determine; this is 
certain, That very ſoon after, he qpenly run iato 


the Factious Humour, both in the City and Par- 


liament, acting the Part of the Devil, both as 
Tempter 


5 
(30) 
Ternpter and Accuſer, and treacherouſly in- 

flaming the People againſt the Effects of his 

own Counſels; a Piece of curſed Policy fre- 
quently made Uſe of by his Party, both before 
and ſince that Time, with too good Succeſs; 
and notwithſtanding his mighty Zeal againſt 
the Dutch, he after his Diſgracez on Account of 
his perfidious Actions, enter'd into theſe Pra- 
ctices of the Faction with them, for raiſing 

Seditions and Inſurrections here; and when his 

continued Treaſons had made this Country too 

Hot for him, took Sanctuary, and ended his 

Days among them. | 


Tau- Sir William Temple ſounded the Prince of 
fol. 71. Orange ſeveral Limes, in Relation to theſe Cor- 


reſpondences, without being able to get any 
Thing out of him, he thinking it diſhonourable 
to betray Men, who profeſs'd to be his Friends. 
But afterwards, when the Prince. told him of 
Ibid, 151. the Reſolution he had taken to Marry, he con- 
. feſt to Sir William; That during this War, nes- 
ther the States, nor he in Particular, were without 
Applications made to them from ſeveral Perſons 
and conſiderable in England, who would fain have 
engag d them to Head the Diſcontents that were 
raiſed by the Condutt of the Court in this War, which 
might perhaps have proved very dangerous to the 
Crown, if it had not ended as it did. So that 
it ſeems we had ſome Perſons here, and conſi- 
derable Ones too, that were forming Schemes 
of a Revolution from that Side of the Water; 
long before what they call the total Subverſion 
of the Government by King James II. 

In Order to this, a loud Noiſe of Popery was 
rais'd to deafen the Nation from hearing any 
Thing elſe, and Addreſſes upon Addreſſes were 
Pre- 
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preſented to the King about the Dangers and 
Apprehenſions of it; to quiet which, the King 
paſſed the AQ for the Sacramental Teſt, the 

reateſt Security againſt Popery that ever was 
invented, as is evident by the Strenuous Endea- 
yours of the Papiſts in the next Reign, to get 
rid of it. But about two Years after, when a 
1 Bill was brought into the Houſe of Lords to 
prevent the Danger that might ariſe from Per- 
ſins diſaffected to the Government, wherein an 
Oath, or Teſt of Abhorrence was enjoyn'd to 
be taken by all, who enjoy'd any beneficial Of- 
fices, all Privy  Councellors, Juſtices of the 
Peace and Members of Parliament, to the ſame 
Purpoſe as the Oath in the Corporation Act, 
the Party there, made ſuch violent ſtickling at 
it, as to hold the Debates about it 17 Days, af- 
ter which, with divers Modifications, it paſs'd 
that Houſe, but was loſt on the ſudden Pro- 
rogation of the Parliament. This Struggle was 
aa very plain Indication of their Intentions, and 
*Z ovght to have been a ſufficient Caution not to 
"Z Truſt them; for he that will not Swear his Be- 
lief of the Unlawfvlneſs of taking Arms againſt 
his Sovereign, plainly declares, he thinks it 
Lawful, and then he never will fail to think it 
Expedient, when he conceives it Safe; and what 
I can any Government expect from thoſe, who re- 
fle to give the Negative Aſſurance of not en- 
deavouring an Alteration of it, but that the pub- 
1 lick Peace and the Government in Church and 
State ſhall continue no longer, than till they have 
Force ſufficient to deſtroy or alter them. 

The paſſing the Teſt Act made a Diſcove- 
ry of the Duke of Tors Religion, who there- 
upon reſign'd his Commiſſion of General, ng 

is 
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his other Places and Employments; the Lord 
Treaſurer Ciffer alſo laid down his Staff; and 
Shaftsbury being ſome Time after laid aſide, the 
breaking of the Cabal, made Way for the Riſe 
of a very great and able Miniſter, the preſent 
Duke of L-—, then Lord Dunblane, whoſe 
Merit promoted him to the High Truſt of Lord 
Treaſurer, and daily gain'd Ground in his Ma- 
ſter's Eſteem and Confidence, till it brought 
him to the chief Management of the public Af- 
fairs, where his loyal and faithful Services drew 
the united Weight and Malice of the Faction 
upon him, which at length, not only cruſh'd 
him, but ſhak'd the Throne and the Frame of 
the Government, which yet held out that 
Reign by the Providence of God, and the ſin- 
gular Addreſs of that Prince. 

The true Intereſt of England at that Time, 
did indeed ſeem to be a Confederacy with her 
Neighbours, to oppoſe the Greatneſs of Fance; 
but on the contrary, being engag'd with the 
Latter (by whoſe Advice we have ſeen) in a 
War againſt Holland, the Bulk of the Nation 
came but heavily into thoſe Meaſures, and the 
publick Affairs being the common Subject of 
Converſation in Coffee-houſes and other Pla- 
ces, the Sentiments of Abundance of well- 
meaning People, ſeem'd to give in with the 
Diſcontents of the Faction, many of whom 
were now too charitably look'd upon as Pa- 
triots, who had no further Meaning than the 
Security of the Proteſtant Religion and Li- 
berty againſt Popery, and a French Model of 
Government. This Diſpoſition was improv'd by 
Shaftsbury, who ſince his Ejection out of the 
Court, was enter'd into the Herd, and porn 
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them with nothing but Fears of Popery and 
Slavery, and by Artful Inſinuations, feign'd Sto- 
ries and ſeditious Libels diſpers'd by him and 
his Party, infected a great Part of the Nation, 


and form'd that, unhappy Diviſion in the Par- 


liament, diſtinguiſh'd by the Names of the Court 


and Country Party, by the Weight of this lat- 


ter hoping to clog the Wheels of the Govern- 
ment, and-at length overturn it. | 

The Security of the Teſt Act therefore did 
not in the leaſt ſatisfie thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it 
was to be diſſatisfied ; the Noiſe of Popery was 
ſtill heighten'd, and the King twice addreſs'd by 
the Commons in very free Terms, about the 


Marriage of the Duke of York with the Daugh- 


ter of Modena, after they knew it was conclu- 
ded, tho' they took no Notice of a publick 
Treaty of the ſame Nature, ſome Time before, 
with another Catholic Princeſs. | 

To ſuppreſs theſe Fears, and to ſhew how lit- 
tle Grounds there were for them, the 14th of 
Nov. 1673, the two chief Juſtices and chief Ba- 
ron were ſent for to the Council, and command- 
ed to conſider of the moſt effectual Means of 
putting the Laws in Execution, for preventing 
the Growth of Popery, and ſpeedily to report 
the ſame to his Majeſty ; at the ſame Time it 
was. order'd, that no Papiſt or reputed Papilſt 
ſhou'd come to the Court; and about a Moath 


after there was another Order of Council to- 


prohibit their coming to St. James's-Houſe or 
Park, but all this wou'd not do. 

The War had now continued almoſt two 
Years, and the King had only had, towards the 
Expence and Payment of the public Debts, an 
eighteen Months * to raiſe 12387501 
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and more he was not like to have. The 7th 
of Jan. 1673-4, after a ſhort Prorogation from 
the 4th of Nov. then paſt, the Parliament met, 
and the new Lord Keeper Finch made a large 
Deduction of the Dutch Averſneſs to Peace, their 
uncivil Demeanor to the King's Plenipotentiaries, 
at Cologn, and inderect Dealings in all the Over- 
tures of Peace (which was realy Occaſion'd by 
their Correſpondents here ) and therefore a neceſ- 
ſary Supply was deſir'd, and that Care might be ta- 
ken for Payment of the Bankers Debt, to prevent 
the Ruin of Multitudes of Families. 

Bat inſtead of Supplies, more Fears of Pope- 
ry, and the more Families were ruin'd,the more 
Clamour, which ſerv'd the Deſigns of the Fa- 
ion the better; the Lords addreſs'd for a Pro- 
clamation for Papiſts, and reputed Papiſts, to de- 
part ten Miles from London, which the King 
readily comply'd with; after which, both Hou- 
ſes join'd in an Addreſs, expreſſing their paſ- 


ſionate Concern of the calamitous Condition of the 


Kinodom, not only by Reaſon of the War, but our in- 


teſtine Diviſions, which ( ſay they) are occaſion'd 


by the undermining Contrivancies of the Papiſts, 

whoſe Numbers and Inſolencies are preatly of late 
encreas'd, and whoſe refleſs Praflifes, threaten 4 
Subverſion both of Church and State: But not a 
Word of any Dangers from that Party to 
whom this was much more applicable; and the 
Commons weat ſo.far, as to Vote the ſmall Ar- 
my the King had then on Foot, a Grievance 3 


= 


even in Time of War. 

Thus, without Forces, and without Money 
muſt the King be left by thoſe who had drawn 
him into the War, to ſtruggle out of it as well 
as he cou'd, which conſidering theſe Diſad vanta- 
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ges, ended better than cou'd be expected, a 
Peace being ſoon after concluded to the great 
Satisfaction of all Parties. | 

Notwithſtanding the Peace, the Faction till 
continu'd their Intrigues in Holland, and it was 
given out, the Prince of Orange de ſign'd a Jour- 
ney into England, which the Court apprehended, 
and Sir William Temple was Order'd to hinder 
it; this Suſpicion occaſion'd the Letter from 
the Lord Arlington to that Prince, wherein 
he reproaches him with his intended Journey, 
as if it were deſign'd to raiſe Heats in the 
Parliament, and Commotions in the Kingdom, 
adding, it was like to prove but ill Friendſhip be- v. Temp. 
tween him and the King, if it was to be made with Memoirs, 
Blows, and that if the King wow'd retort the ſame fol. 54, 
Uſage, there were Wounds there ſo Green, as wou'd 
bleed afreſh if they were rub d: Which Expreſ- 
ſions the Prince very highly reſented, and was 
pleas'd to ſay, There was no Ground for any ſuc h 


| Report, that he was his Majeſty's Servant, and if 


he cou'd do him no Service, he wou'd at least do 
him no Hurt. 

However to cut off this Communication and 
draw the Prince of Orange into a nearer Friend- 


ſnip on the one Hand, and on the other Hand to 


to ſatisfie all reaſonable Men of the Sincerity of 
the King's Intentions, and to abate their Fears 
by the Proſpe of a Proteſtant Succeſſion, a Match 
was ſet on Foot between that Prince and the 
Lady Mary,eldeſt Daughter to the Duke of Torx; 
the Prince embrac'd the Offer, and at the Inſtance 
of Sir William Temple was prevail'd with to dif-, 


miſs Da Moulin, one that had ſerv'd Lord Ar- 15 


lington in the Secretaries Office, where being 
turn'd off (perhaps on Account of ſome private 
| D 2 la- 
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Intrigues there,) he went over to the Prince of 
Orange, by whom he was entertain'd as one of 
his Secretaries, and received into great Favour 
and Confidence, being employ'd by the diſcon- 
tented Party here, to make their Applications 
at the Hague : But the Prince told Sir William 
Temple, That theſe Malecontents, who pretended to 
be very much his Friends, were extremely againſt any 
Thoughts of his marrying in England. Their Rea- 


ſons were, that he wou'd by it loſe all the Eſteem he 


had with them, and be believ'd to have run into 


the Diſpoſiton and Deſigns of the Court, which they 


told him were generally thought ſo different from 
thoſe of the Nation ( by which they meant them- 
ſelves ) eſpecially upon the Point of Religion, that 


they did not Believe the Government con d be long 


Ibid. kO9. 


without ſome great Diſturbance, unleſs they 
chang d their Meaſures, which was not eſteem d 
very likely to be done; That is, in plain Engliſh, 
they wou'd Rebel if the King wou'd not ſub- 
mit to what Terms the Leaders of the Faction 
ſhou'd think fit ro impoſe: But things were 
not yet ripe, ſo the Marriage went on, and 
was accompliſh'd chiefly by the Management 
of the Lord Treaſurer, which perhaps might 
not be the leaſt Cauſe of the Parties Quarrel 
againſt him. | | 1 
This noble Lord was ſo great an Eye-ſore to 
the Faction, that their Leaders reſoly'd his Ruin 
at any Rate; they had procur'd an Addreſs 
againſt D. Lauderdale (the only one of the Ca- 
bal, who remain'd in Credit at Court) as a Per- 
fon dangerous and obnoxious ; but having no- 
thing to object againſt the Treaſurer, they go 
another Way to work with him, and agree to 
uſe their utmoſt Endeayours to prevent all 
| par- 
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Parliamentary Supplies, ſo long as he ſhou'd 
remain in that Poſt; Arlington had join'd in 
theſe Projects on the Diſappointment of his Ho- 
pes of the Treaſurer's Staff, and Buckingham whoſe 
ſparkling Wit and Parity of Years and Humour, 
had introduc'd him into the neareſt Iatimacies 
and perſonal Favour with his Prince, but his 
Levity having render'd him the Dupe of the 
crafty Heads of the Faction, had faVa into 
the ſame Meaſures; two ſucceſſive Seſſions of 
Parliament they had render'd fruitleſs both to 
the King and Kingdom, by the Debates about 
the Teſt of Abhorrence, before mention'd, and 
a Squabble rais'd and induſtriouſly fomented be- 
tween the two Houſes about their Privileges in 
the Caſe of an Appeal from Chancery. to the 
Lords, brought by Dr. Shirley againſt Sir John 
Fagg, a Member of the Houſe of Commons, which 
grew to ſuch a Height, that the King in Vov. 1675 
prorogu'd them to Feb. 15th, 1676--7 | 
This long Receſs was nor, it ſeems, ſufficient to 
cool them; at their Meeting, the Duke of Bucks 
ſtarted an Argument about the Legality of it, 
affirming that this long Prorogation amounted 
to a Diſſolution. Shoft bury went on with it, and 
the Debate grew ſo warm, that theſe two, with 
the Karls of Salisbury and Wharton, were commit- 
ted to the Tower, for Contempt: The like Debates 
aroſe in the Houſe of Commons, but were 
not carried ſo far there; when theſe were 
uieted Faey begun to turn their Eyes on the 
reign Affairs, and expreſs their juſt Appre- 
henſions of the growing Greatneſs of France, 
and the Danger of Flanders, but proceeded ia 
fuch Methods, as made the King but too ſen- 
ſible, that if they cou'd draw him into a War 
* D 3 with 
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with Fance, they would leave him in it, and 
make uſe of it to ruin his Miniſters, and make 
him depend more upon them, than he intended, 
or any King would defire. By the Manage- 
ment of the Leaders of the Party, Addreſles 
and Advices. came on as faſt, as they were ſlow. 
in their Supplies, as if they expected their 
Tale of Bricks to be made without Straw; and 
whenever the King and his Miniſters, enter'd 
heartily into the Thoughts of War, ſome ill». 
humour'd Motion was always procur'd to croſs 
them, and without Doors it was decried by the 
Emiſſaries of the FaQion, as à Court Juggle. 
It's no Wonder if theſe Contraſts occaſion'd 
a, great FluQuation in the Councils, and ob- 
ſtructed thoſe vigorous Methods, which all Eu- 
rope expected, and which for the Honour of the 
King and Safety of the Kingdom, ſhou'd have 
been then purſu'd, to put a Stop to the Gran- 
deur of Fance and ſecure Handers, which was 
look'd upon as our Barrier; hereby alſo. Fo- 
reign Miniſters had Opportunity to, intrigue 


and cabal both in Court and Parliament, to 


carry on their ſeveral Intereſts and Deſigns, 
the Spaniards to get us into the War, and the 
French (who dreaded Nothing ſo much as ano- 
ther Tripple Alliance) to keep us out of it, by 


dealing with the Malecontents and blowing 


up the Heats in Parliament on the one Hand, 
and by golden Promiſes to the King on the 
other, by which, conſidering his Neceſſities, 
the Peeviſhneſs of the Parliament, and Strength 
of the Faction, it was not ſtrange if they had 
prevail'd with him to lie ſtill, where the Way 
before him was embarraſs'd with ſo many vi- 


ſible Hazards and Difficulties z yet on the con- 


trary 


— 


Y 
1 7 
trary, his Majeſty rais'd av Army, and honou- 
rably perſiſted in his Reſolution of bringing 
the French King to Reaſon, till the Dutch 
without his Knowledge clap'd up a ſeperate 
Peace. 5 
But tho” the Party made a Shift to throw ſuch 
Rubs in the Way of the Government, as im- 
peded the Progreſs of the public Affairs, yet all 
this was but working againſt the Hill, where 
their own Wheels drag'd heavily. Agreat Num- 
ber of loyal Members in both Houſes, hung as a 
dead Weight upon them, a far greater Propor- 
tion of the People remain'd untainted, and 
Maltitudes of thoſe, who ſeem'd to yoak with 
them, wou'd have boggled at the Sight of the 
Rocks and Precipices.of Anarchy. and Confuſion, 
towards which they were driving, ſo that with 
the Help of all their, Noiſe and Calumny, they 
were ſcarce able to keep their Ground, when 
a Criſis happen'd, which brought a reviving 
Cordial to their fainting Cauſe. In Aug. 1678 


Otes's Diſcovery of the Popsſh Plot was laid be-, Led 
fore the King, and the Papers by him put into Fro 


the Hands of the Lord : Treaſurer, who had ſe- 
veral Conferences about them with Dr. Ton 
and others, but the King thought the Story 50 
improbable, that he wou'd not ſuffer them to 
be communicated to any others of the Council, 
nor any other Notice to be taken of them: 
But about ſix Weeks after, a Packet of ſham 
Letters being ſent by the Poſt to Father Bed- 
ingfield at Windſor (where the Court then was) 
ad by him carry to the Duke of Tori; (as con- 
taining Matter of a dangerous Nature) the 
Duke who (as tis ſaid) had had ſome Notice 
of the other Matter by the Means of Sir 
D 4 Edmunds 
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Edmund Bury-Godfrey (before whom the I[nfor+ 
mations were taken) was earneſt to have them 
examin'd into, ſo the Letters and Papers were 
laid before the Council, which from the 28th of 
Sept. for a Week or more, ſate twice a Day on 
that Affair, in which Time divers Perſons were 
examin'd and committed for being concern'd 

therein. 5 | 
However, the Oddnefs of the Story without 
any Circumſtance of Fact to ſupport it, and 
back'd but by one Witneſs not of the cleareſt 
Reputation, gain'd little Credit till the Death of 
Sir Edmund Bury-Godfrey, who was found dead 
at Primroſe-Hill, the 19th of Oct. with a Sword 
run thro” his Body, and was then univerſally be- 
liev'd to have been murther'd by the Papiſts 
which was made an undeniable Conformation of | 
the Plot; what Truth there was either in the 
Plot or the Murther, the whole Affair lies 
_wrapp'd up in ſuch a Cloud of Contradictions, 

Jam utterly unable to determine, but readil 

aſſent to the following Remark of Dr. Welwood, 
who I am ſure is no Way partial in Favour of 
the Papiſts. OAT EOS 2 49 
That there was (ſaith he) at that Time aPop:ſh 
Plot, and that there always had been one ſince 
* the Reformation, to ſupport if not reſtore the 
© Romiſh Religion in England, ſcarce any Body 
calls in queſtion. How far the near Proſpe& 
of a popiſh Succeſſor, (he ſhou'd have added, 
and the Diſtractions of thoſe Times) ripen'd 
the Hopes and gave new Vigour to the De- 
* ſigns of that Party, and what Methods they 
* were then upon, to bring thoſe Deſigns about, 
© Coleman's Letters alone without any other 
: | Con- 
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© concurring Eyidence, are more than ſuffici- 
© ent to pur the Matter out of Doubt: But 
what SuperſtruQures might have been after- 
* wards built upon an unqueſtionable Founda- 
* tion, and how far ſome of the Witneſſes of 
* that Plot, might come to darken Truth by 
* ſubſequent Additions of their own, muſt be 
* deferr'd till the great Account to be made 
© before a higher Tribunal. And till then a 
great Part of the Popiſh Plot, as it was then 
© ſworn to, will in all human Probability lie 
* amongſt the darkeſt Scenes of our Engliſh 
« Hiſtory. | 

The 20th of Oct. his Majeſty iſſued his Roy- 
al Proclamation for the Diſcovery of the 
Murther of Godfrey, with Promiſe of a Re- 
ward of 500 l. and the next Day, when Godfr 
was ſcarce cold and the Diſcourſe on theſe 
Matters very hot, the Parliament met, and 
the King in his Speech acquainted them with 
the Plot, Shaftsbury had too ſagacious a Noſe 
not to ſmell the Advantage might be made of 
it; he takes the Scent and opens, and immedi- 
ately the Yelpers of the Faction run away full 
Cry upon it, Inſtead of enquiring calmly in- 
to the Truth of it, and endeavouring to win- 
now the Corn from the Chaff, People per ſua- 
ded themſelves to believe, not only all that 
was ſworn, but greedily hunted after more. This 
gave Encouragcment to freſh Evidenee, ſo that 
for about two Years afcer, every Week produc'd 
new Narratives, new Informations, and won- 
derful Relations ; the more wonderful, and more 
inconſiſtant the better; the Queen was drawn 
into the Plot againſt her Husband, the Duke 
againſt his Brother, and the King againſt him- 


( 42 ) 
ſelf; Stories of ſcrew'd Guns, filver Bullets, 
Black Bills, Tewkſbury Muſtard Balls, Spaniſh 
Pilgrims, 70000 wild Triſh, and 40000 French, 
with Abundance more of ſuch Stuff, ſlipt down 
like poach'd Eggs, without chewing; he that 
cou'd not ſwallow Abſurdities, reconcile Con- 
traditions, and believe Impoſſibilities, was an 
Enemy to the Proteſtant Religion, a Papiſt, or 
Popiſhly affected; he that queſtion'd the leaſt 
Tittle of the moſt monſtrous Fictions about it, 
was a Concealer of the Plot, and a Defamer of 
the King's Evidence. In fine, it was leſs Cri- 
minal to doubt all the Articles of Chriſtianity, 
than one Article of the Plot, and to deny the 
Saviour of the World, than the- Saver of the 
Nation, with which Title they were modeſtly 
pleas'd to dignify the Salamanca Doctor. i 
This Current run ſo high, and drove fo 
| ſtrong, as bore down all before it: The King 
and thoſe of the Court, who beliey'd nothing 
of the Matter, were forc'd to ſuffer themſelves 
to be carried down with the Stream, and the 
Treaſurer, who for above five Years had like a 
Rock ſtood unſhaken againſt all the Affaults 
of his Foreign and Domeſtic Enemies, was o- 
verturn'd by it. His unwearied Endeavours to 
bring the King out of thoſe deſtrutive Ways 
he had been lead into by the Cabal, and to 
romote Deſigns more conſiſtent with his 
aſter's Honour, and the publick Intereſt , 
and his rejecting the great Offers of France 
with a generous Indignation, had given ſuch 
a Diſtaſt to that Court, that it became a 
Maxim among them, That he muſt be ruin d, 
F: Leed's before they cou'd do any Good in England. To 
Leners. effect this, the French Embaſſador thought 31 
| c 
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beſt Way was to joyn with the FaQion in the. 


Parliament; and young Ruvigny was ſent over 
on : Purpoſe to manage with the Lord Ruſſel, 
and other Malecontents there; whilſt the 
Dake of Monmouth, Lord Eſſex, and others of 
the Fai:on chimed in with the Dutcheſs of 
Portſmouth, to leſſen him in the King's Affecti- 
on ; In this Manner, they who were making 


the loudeſt Noiſe againſt France, cou'd join a Tem. 2. 
French Intereſt to ruin the beſt Servant the Memoirs. 


King then had, which was indeed his only 
Grime, Theſe ſeeming ſeparate Intereſts thus 
combin'd and devoted to his Deſtruction, there 
wanted Nothing but an Opportunity to accom- 
pliſh it, which preſented in the following 
Manner. k 


28 


Now Earl 
of Galway 


Ihe 19th of December, the King ſent a Meſ- Z ne B. of 


ſage to the Houſe of Commons, that upon In- Monta- 
formation, That Mr. Montague, a Member of gue- 


that Houſe, and late Ambaſſador in France, had 
held ſeveral Conferences with the Pope's Nun- 
tio there, without any Directions or Inſtruci- 
ons from his Majeſty, he had order'd his Pa- 


pers to be ſeiz'd, to diſcover the Truth of that 


Matter. | j 
The Houſe ſeem'd ſullen at the Meſſage; 

and-defir'd to know whether the Informati- 

on was upon Oath, and of what Nature the 


Offence was; but Mr. Montague ſtanding up, 


and acquainting them, that he had in his Cu- 
ſtody ſeveral Papers, which he conceiv'd might 
tend very much to the Safety of his Majeſty's 
| Perſon , and the Preſervation of the King- 
ONT TOE Ty 
A Committee was immediately appointed 
to bring the Writings to the Houſe, ris 
| eing 
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being accordingly done, and Mr, Montague or- 
der'd to ſeleQ ſuch of them as he thought for 
the Service of the Houſe, and diſpoſe of the 
reſt as he pleasd, he produc'd two Letters 
from my Lord Treaſurer, - which being many 
Times printed, I ſhall here take no other No- 
tice of them. f VLA. 

The Letters being read, it was preſently V 
ted that there was ſufficient Matter of Impeach- 
ment againſt my Lord Treaſurer, and a Com- 
mittee appointed to draw up the Articles againſt 
him, which was proſecuted with ſuch Zeal, that 
Mr. Montague, Mr. Harbord, and ſome others of 
the Committee having ſate up the two follow- 
ing Nights to prepare them, they were brought 
into the Houſe on the 21ſt, where being read, 
and after ſome Debates agreed to, they were 
order'd to be ingroſs'd; and ſoon after carried 
up to the Lords, whilſt in the mean Time it was 
obſervable, the five popiſh Lords, who had been 
impeach'd at the Bar of that Houſe above ſeven 
Weeks before, had no Articles exhibited a- 
gainſt them in this Parliament, ſo eager was the 
Faction in the Purſuit, that they left the Chaſe 
of the Plot to hunt down this Miniſter of 
State. 8. | 1.5 

Every Body ſaw theſe hot Proceedings muſt 
put an End to that Seſſion of Parliament, and 
accordingly the King coming to the Houſe of 
Lords, the 3oth of December, ſent for the Com- 
mons, and told both Houſes, it was with great 
Unwillingneſs He came to tell them he intend- 
ed to Prorogue them; That all of” them were 
Witneſs He had not been well uud, the Parti- 
culars whereof He wou'd acquaint them with, at a 
more ſeaſonable Time; That in the mean Time He 
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would enter immediately upon Disbanding the Army, 
and do what He could for the Good of the Kingdom, 
proſecute the Diſcovery of the Plot, and take all the 
Care in His Power to ſecure the eftablifh'd Religion: 
After which he left the Lord Chancellor to pro- 
rogue them, which was done to the 4th of Feb, 
following. 

There were only three public Bills prepar'd 
this Seſſion, one for diſabling Papiſts to ſit in 
either Houſe of Parliament, another for Di{- 
banding the Army in Flanders, which the King 
had ſent over to Act againſt France, which Ar- 
my they Voted a Grievance, at that Time when, 
if they had believ'd any thing of Ote-'s inviſible 
Armies of Papiſts, it ought rather to have been 
increas'd ; and ſo haſty they were, and limited 
ſo ſhort a Time for Disbanding them, that the 
King was forc'd to ſend for them- over in the 
Depth of Winter, ſo that many of thoſe brave 
Fellows, who had gain'd ſo much Glory at 
Mons, and other Places againſt the French, mi- 
ſerably periſn'd thro? Sickneſs, Want and Cold; 
but if we conſider bow ſoon after this, the Scotch 
Rebellion broke out, we may gueſs where the 
Grievance lay. ' 
The third Bill, which was for raiſing the 
Militia, and continuing them in Duty for two 
and forty Days, being drawn ſo as took the Mi- 
litia out of the King's Power for that Time, 
he rejected it as too great an Invaſion on his 
Prerogative. | 

The Ming having ho Hopes of Eaſe or Sa- 
tis faction from this Parliament, by his Procla- 
mation dated the 24th of January, diſſolv'd it, 
after it had continu'd almoſt eighteen Years, 
tor about two Thirds of which Time r 
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liv'd with fo entire an Agreement with it, 
that both the Papiſts and Diſſenters had us'd 
their utmoſt Efforts for its Diſſolution: But by 
the Death of ſome, the Defection of others, 
and the Heats rais'd by the Plot, it became ve- 
ry much alter'd at laſt, which made the King 
weary of what the Earl of Shaftsbury had 
call'd his Wife, and give her this Bill of Di- 
vorce; and the next Day, Writs were iſſu'd for 
a new Parliament to meet the 6th of March 
following. 3 1 
The Diſſenters and their Friends were not a 
little pleas'd with this Diſſolution, which they 
had ſo long and ſo often endeavour'd, and be- 
gun to lift up their Heads, expecting to have 
another Tugg for the Day: They had before 
wrought upon the meaneſt and moſt ignorant, 
but moſt numerous Part of the Freemen and 
Freeholders, by jading their Ears with Cant 
of Perſecution and Arbitrary Government, and 
of late, with tragical Stories of the Popiſh 
Plot, Maſſacres, Popery and Superſtition, 
they now leave their Holes; and trudge about 
the Countries, and from one Corporation to 
another, to incite their Friends,. and by Per- 
ſuaſions, Intreaties, Promiſes and Bribes to 
prevail on thoſe, who were leſs willing to join 
with them. They were for a ſober Proteſtant 
Parliament to deliver the Nation from Popery 
and Arbitrary Government; very plauſible Pre- 
tences, but made uſe of to cover very ill 
Deſigns. If any One ſmelt 'em out, and told 
'em truly they were neither for Popery and 
Arbitrary Government, nor yet for Presbytery 
and a Commen-Wealth, he was run down with 
| Noiſe, and traduc'd as a Papiſt in . 
11 rade, 


(47) 


rade, and he that doubted of any Story re- 
lating to the Plot, was ſure to be charg'd as a 
Party in it. Thoſe Loyal Gentlemen, who 
had been of the Court Party in the late Par- 
liament, were reflected on as Obſtructers of 
the Diſcovery of the Plot, and Promoters 
of the Deſigns of the Papiſts upon us, aſſer- 
ting theſe notorious Slanders with their uſual 
Confidence, and interrupting their Opponents, 
with, What, Are you for Popery? What, Are 
you willing to have all your Throats cut? 
Which ſilly Stuff, had yet ſo good Effect at 
that Time of Day, as to exclude many of thoſe 
Gentlemen. 541 7 
The Clergy and Biſhops they repreſented as 
Papiſts in their Hearts, (which it ſeems theſe 
prying Men had peep'd into) tho Mr. Ores had 
aſlur'd em, their Preferments were diſpos'd of 
to others before-hand, ſo that they muſt ex- 
pea Nothing but Aſſaſſination and Ruin; and 
| as to the Gentry and Magiſtrates, ſome were 
their Friends of old, others had come over 
| half Way to them, to gain the Reputation of 
D moderate Men. Some had been difguſted by 
| the Government, others oblig'd by Relatioa 
or Intereſt, and the reſt who would not come 
| 2 to them were ſure to be branded as be- 
5 re. f $3; 
F Having by theſe multiply'd Slanders much 
encreas'd their Party ; to make all ſure, they 
| fall to ſplitting of Freeholds, to ſprout Twenty 
| Muſhroom Votes out of 40 J. per Ann. which 
is the firſt Time I meet with that ſcandalous 
| 


Practice (the Conventicle Teachers, old Com- 
mittee- Men, Sequeſtrators and Parliament 
Soldiers rallied their Forces, and with theſe 


: joyn'd 


' 
Ul 
" Y 
b 
44 
1. 
44 * 
1114 
14 
147 
1 : 
11 \ 
1 
1 h 
+ 
1 
* 
11 


(48) 


join'd all thoſe Semi-conformiſts,Laity and Cler- 
gy (now call'd Low-Churth= Men) who had com- 
ply'd with the eſtabliſh'd Religion, on Purpoſe 
to ruin it as ſoon as poſſible. Can any Man be- 
lieve all theſe Pains were taken for the Service 
of his Majeſty, the Safety of the Monarchy, or 
the Preſervation of the Religion and Govern- 
ment Eſtabliſh'd. Wen 

The Perſons they recommended to be choſen 
were, firſt thoſe who call'd themſelves the 
Country Party in the late Parliament, who had 


appear d moſt Zealous againſt the Queen and 
Duke, and the Miniſters of State, to which they 


added as many as they cou'd of the Relicks of 
the old Rebellion, or their Children, and made 
up their Number with Diſcontented, or what 
they calld Moderate Gentlemen and Tradeſ- 


men, taking in here and there an honeſt Gentle- 


man 1n hopes to bring him over. 

But tho? all this Care was taken, the Diſſen- 
ters did not carry the Elections every where, nor 
almoſt any where without great Reſiſtance. For 
on the other Side, the Gentry appear'd them- 
ſelves, and brought in their Tenants and De- 
pendants, and many of the Yeomanry and Free- 
holders were zealous for the Church and Govern- 
ment; and in Corporations, the Magiſtrates 
and Freemen had not forgot the old Tricks of 
the Diſſenters, and were reſolv'd not to be 
ruin'd twice by the ſame Arts, ſo that the two 
Parties were almoſt equal there, and in the 


Counties the Gentry were certainly the ſtrong- 


er Side, if Perjury had not been employ'd a- 
gainſt them, aud in ſome Places they prevaiPd 
againſt that too, but not ſo as to make an equal 
Party in the Houſe. a 

| e 
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The Gentlemen who ſtood on this Side, were 
Men of dnd6abted Loyalty to the King, hearty 
Lovers of the eſtabliſh'd Religion, and Enemies 
to Prezbytery, Faction and Rebellion, and were 
therefore by the contrary Party ſtiled Men of 
Arbitrary Principles, and Favourers of Popery : 
Some of them had been Members of the laſt Par- 
liament, and of that which was call'd the Court 
Party, who had been guilty of the unpardon- 
able Crimes of ſettling the Monarchy, and ſup- 
preſling the Rebellion, and the Nurſeries of ic, 
the Conventicles, and others of the like Princi- 
ples were taken in to fill up other Vacancies. 
Thus was the Houſe of Commons conſtituted, 
but in the Houſe of Lords the Country Party 
bore no Proportion to the other, after the Plot 
had broke their underhand Dealings with the 
Popiſh Lords. 
la the Interval, before the Parliament met,the 
King was erſuaded, as a popular AQ, at that 
Time, to ſend the Duke of York out of the Way, 

which he conſented to, and commanded him to 
abſent himſelf for ſome Time beyond Sea; z in 
Obedience whereto, He, with his Dutcheſs, im- 
bark'd for Holland, and from thence went to re- 
fide at Bruſſels, 

The Elections being made as above, the par- 
liament met on the Day appointed, and the King 
made a Speech to them, which for the Excel- 
lence of the Matter, I cannot but tranſcribe; 
and indeed all his Speeches about this Time are 
worth Fending 3 ; this Was as tollows: : 


. My Lords and gebe, 
Meet you here, with the moſt earneſt De- 
a ſire that Man can have, to unite the Minds 
* of all my Subjects both to Me and to one ano- 
E ther 
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© ther ; And I reſolve it ſhall be your Faults, if 
© the Succeſs be not fuitable to my Deſires; 1 
© have done many great Things already, in or- 
© der to that End; as the Excluſion of the Po- 
© piſh Lords from their Seats in Parliament, the 
© Execution of ſeveral Men, both upon the Score 
© of the Plot, and of the Murther of Sir Edmund 
Bury Godfrey; and it is apparent, that I have 
© not been Idle in Proſecuting the Diſcovery o 
© both, as much further as hath been poſſible in 
© ſo ſhort a Time. | 
© | have Disbanded as much of the Army as 
© I cou'd get Money to do, and I am ready to 
© Disband the reſt ſo ſoon as you ſhall reimburſe 
* me the Money they have coſt me, and will en- 
© able me to pay off the Remainder: And a- 
© bove all, I have commanded my Brother to ab- 
© ſent himſelf from me, becauſe I wou'd not leave 
© malicious Men Room to ſay, I had not remov'd 
© all Cauſes, which cou'd be pretended to influ- 
© ence me towards Popiſh Counſels. |. 
< Beſides that End of Union which I aim at 
©(and which I cou'd wiſh cou'd be extended to 
© Proteſtants Abroad as well as at Home) I pro- 
© poſe by this laſt great Step I have made, to di- 
©ſcern whether Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Peace of the Kingdom be as truely intended by 
© others; as they are really aimed at by me; for 
it they be, you will employ. your Time upon 
© the great Concerns of the Nation, and not be 
© drawn to promote private Animoſities, under 
© Pretences of the Public; your Proceedings: will 
© be Calm and Peaceable, in order to thoſe good 
© Ends | have recommended to you, and you will 
© curb the Motions of any unruly Spirits, which 
© wou'd endeavour to diſturb them; I hope 
* there will be none ſuch; among you, 1 wank 
| * there 
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there can be no Man; that muſt not ſee how fa- 


© tal Differences amongſt our ſelves, are like to 
he at this Time, both at Home and Abroad. 
1 ſhall not ceaſe my Endeavours, daily to 


find oat what more I can, both of the Plot, 


*and the Murther of Sir Edmund Bury Godfrey, 
© and ſhall deſire the Aſſiſtance of both my Hou- 
* ſes/in that Work. | 
» have not been wanting in giving Orders 
© for putting all the preſent Laws ia Execution 


© againſt. Papiſts z and I'm ready to join in 


the making ſuch farther Laws as may be ne- 
« ceſlary for ſecuring the Kingdom againſt Po- 
a 7. | K | vey 14 

And after a ſhort Diſcourſe of Supplies, He 
goes n. 8 

I will conclude as I begun, with my earneſt 
© Deſires to have this a Healing Parliament, and 
Ido give you this Aſſurance, That I will with 
© my Life defend both the Proteſtant Religion and 


the Laws of this Kingdom; and I do expect 


from you to be defended from the Calumny, as 
well as Danger of thoſe worſt of Men, who 
* endeavour to render me and my Government 
© 6dious to the People. | ] 


It is generally ſaid, The Wos 5s known by its 


Fruit; but as Men do not gather Grapes from 
Thorns, nor Figs from Thiſtles, it was eaſie 
for any Man, at the firſt View of this Hou' of 
Commons, to gueſs what Fruit was to be ex- 
pected from them; inſtead of purſuing thoſe 
healing Courſes, preſcrib'd by his Majeſty, and 
which were ſo neceſſary at that Time, to the 
Condition of our Affairs both at Home and A- 
broad, they reſolve to proceed in the Track the 
laſt Houſe of Commons was got into, and to be- 
gin where they left off; and in Order thereto, 
A E 2 | after 
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after about a Fortnight ſpent in very warm 
Debates on the King's rejecting their firſt 
Choice of Mr. Seymour for their Speaker, and a 
ſhort Prorogation for a Day, to put them upon 
a new Election. In the Choice and Approba- 
tion of Serjeant Gregory in the Chair, in ſettling 
a Committee of Elections, and receiving Shoals 
of Petitions on that Subject, a Committee was 
appointed to inſpett the Fournals of the laſt Seſſion 
of the laſt Parliament, and to prepare a State of. the 
Matters then depending, and Report the ſame to the 
Houſe,with the Progreſs made therein; upon which, 
the very next Day, they ſent up a Meſſage to 
the Lords, to put them in Mind of the Im- 
peachment againſt the Earl of Danby, and to 
deſire he might be committed to ſafe Cuſtody, 
and refer'd it to a Committee of Secrecy, to 
draw up further Articles againſt him. 

However, the Letters produc'd in the laſt 


- Houſe of Commons being writ by particular 


Command from His Majeſty, and ſome private 
Papers being neceſlary for the Lord Treaſurer's 
Defence, which the King would not ſuffer to 
be made Publick, his Majeſty was pleas'd to 
grant him a free Pardon; and he, hoping his 
Abſence might allay the Storm, thought fit to 


withdraw. 


Whereupon a Bill for Diſabling and Baniſh- 
ing him, (which the King to pleaſe the Com- 
mons wou'd have conſented to) was prepar'd 
by the Lords and ſent down to them; but the 
moderate Geutlemen in that Houſe wou'd be 
contented with Nothing leſs than his Head 


from his Shoulders, and his Honour and Eſtate 


from his Family; and went upon a Bill to At- 
taint him of High-Treaſon, which they ſent up 
to the Lords; who, thinking it hard that the _ 


/ 


= ba. ts 

Act of Severity in the King's Reign, ſhou'd be 
pat apon him by the Parliament, made divers 
Mitigations in it, which produc'd ſeveral Con- 
ferences between the Houſes ; but at laſt, be- 
ing by the Earl of Sheftsbury's Management, mo- 
del'd to their Minds, the Lord Treaſurer, ra- 
ther than riſque the Inconveniencies which 
might ariſe to himſelf and Family if it ſhould 
Paſs, or to the King if he ſhould refuſe it, 
(which was what the Faction wanted, that they 
might Charge him with obſtructing the public 
Joftice) ſurrender'd himſelf, and pleaded his 
Pardon to the Impeachment. 

The Commons demanding judgment on the Va- 
lidity of the Pardon, a Day was appointed for 
= Tryal; after which, they Voted, That no 


ummonor ſhou d preſume to maintain the Validity of 


theP ardon pleaded by the E.of Danby,without Leave 
of their Houſe firſt had, and that the Perſons ſo doing 


ſhou'd be accounted Betrayers of the Liberties of Eng- 


land; fo that he was to be left without Coun- 
cil in a Matter of Law; and not content with 


this, they wou'd chooſe his Judges too; and ap- 


prehending the Biſhops might Vote for the Va- 
lidity of the Pardon, they jumbled the Caſe of 


the E. of Danby with that of the Popiſh Lords, 


and inſiſted, that the Biſhops ought not to have 


any Vote in any Proceedings upon the Impeach- 
ments againſt the Lords in the Tower ; but the 
Lords taking the Caſe to be very different (as in- 
deed it was, there being nothing in the Earl of 
Danby's Charge that cou'd amount to Treaſon, 
if it were all confeſs'd) and thinking the Com- 
mont had nothing to do with the Conſticuenc 
Parts of the Court ; the Difference grew very 
high between the two Houſes, the Commons re- 
fuſing to proceed to the Tryal of the Op 

ras 


28 
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Lords till they had Satisfaction in this Point; 
and thus this Matter ſtood at the Time of the 
Prorogation of the Parliame gt. 
But they had a nobler Game to play, Which 
was altering, or rather deſtroying the Succeſſion 
of the Crown, The Duke of York being ſent ay 
way by the Management of ſame of theſe bis 
Back-Friends, on a popular Pretence, but in Rea- 
lity to give them a fairer Field to act in; they 
open'd the Scene, the 27th of April, which of all 
the Days in the Week, happen'd to fall on a Sun- 
day; a Day which ought to have been dedicated 
to more Chriſtian Purpoſes ; but inſtead of that, 
as ſoon as Prayers were over, they wanted a 
bloody Sacrifice: And an Addreſs was drawn 
up for the Execution of P;ckerivg,who was under 
Sentence of Death on Account of the Plat, and 
divers Romiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits under Con- 
demnation at the Ola-Baily, and on the Circuits, 
upon the Old Statutes, . which have always be» 
fore and ſince been conniv'd at. After this, it 
was reſolv'd, Nemine contradicente, Thet the 
Duke of Vork being a Papiſi, and the 'Hapes of his 
coming ſuch to the Crown, ha given the greateſt 
Countenance and Incourage ment to the = 70 
ſpiracies and Deſigns of the Papifts. againit the King 
and the Proteitant Religion ʒ which was as Logical 
an Inference, as that of the Keyr:ſh Men, That 
Teuderden-Steeple was the Cauſe of the Goodwin 
Sands; and this Vote the Lord Ruſſell carry'd,up 
to the Lords for their Concurrence. , -; 


by 


The King had an Intimatian of the Deſign, | 


and on the Wedneſday ſucceeding thisVate,before 
they had made any further Proceedings, he came 
to the Houſe of Lords, and. ſending for the Com- 
7075, put them ia Mind of proſecuting the Plot, 
disbanding the Army, and providing a Fleet 55 

| | the 


(55) 
the public Security; and by the Mouth of the 
Lord Chancellor, told them, How ready he was to 
ſecure their Religion and Liberty, mot only in his 
own Reign, but as far as in him lay, to tranſmit 
thoſe Bleſſings to their Poſterity,and to conſent to any 
Laws to that End, which did not defeat the Succeſſion 
in the Right Line. That to the End it ſhou'd never 
be in the Power of any Papiſt, to whom the Crown. 
might deſcend, to make any Change in Church or 
State, he was willing a Diſtinction ſhowd be made 


between a Popiſh and Proteſtant Succeſſor ; That in 


the former Caſe, all Eccleſiaſtical Preferments in the 
Crown ſhou'd be conferr'd in ſuch a Manner to pious 
and learned Proteſtants, as he might, have no Power 
to controul them ; That the Parliament, im Being at 
the King's Death, of the laſt that Sat, ſhou d re- 
aſſemble, without new Summons or Election; That 
during the Reign of any Popiſn Succeſlor, no Privy- 
Councellor, Judge at Common- Lam, or in Chancery, 
ſhowd be put in, or diſplac d, but by Authority of 
Parliament; mor any Lord-Lieutenant, Deputy- 
Lieutenant, or Officer of the Navy be diſplacꝰd, but 
by the ſame Authority; That it was hard to invent 
any ot her Reſtr aint to be put on a Popiſh Succeſſyr, 
confidering how much the 'Revenue would depend on 
the Conſent of Parliament, and how impoſſible it 
wou'd be to raiſe Monty wit hout ſuch Conſent: But 
if any Thing elſe con d occur to the Wiſdom of the 
Parliament, which might further ſecure their Re- 
ligion and Liberty againſt 4 Popiſh Succeſſor, 
wit hout defeating the Right. of Succeſſion ts ſelf, 
his Majefty wou d moſt readily conſent to it. But 
ſee what Acceptance theſe fair Condeſcentions 


The Conſiderations of theſe Speeches was de- 
fer'd till the Sunday Sen'night after, and then 
ſo little taken Notice * that the Subſtance of 

| + the 
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the King's Speech was totally neglected, and 
the Bill-of Excluſion was order'd to be brought 
in (which was read twice, and committed in 
this Parliament) and at the ſame Time a Vote 
paſſed, That if his Majeſty ſhoud come by any 
violent Death they wou d revenge it on the Papiſts ; 
as if none but Papiſts were of King: killing 


Principles: But if the Ning, upon this fair En- 


couragement, had come to his Death by any 
other Hand, the Papiſts it ſeems muſt have ſuf- 
fer'd for it. _— | 
* Theſe inſtances are ſo flagrant Teſtimonies 


of the Moderation of that Party in the Houſe 


of Commons, that I need not take Notice of 
their Partiality in diſputed Elections, the ar- 
bitrary Impriſonment of Colonel Sacvill for not 
believing the Plot, of Mr. Caſtleton for repeat- 
ing what he had heard of Dug dale, another of the 
Evidence of Dr. Nalſon, of Edwin and Hill's the 
Printers, of Sir Roger Beckwith, and many others, 
on frivolous Informations, at the ſame Time 
when they had the beſt Bill before them, for ſe- 
curing the Liberty of the Subjects, that ever paſs'd 
fince Magna Charta, I mean, the Habeas Corpus 
Act, which the King palf'd in this Parliament, 
in Requital of their Endeayoprs ta exclude his 
Brother, ruin his Miniſters, and take away his 
Guards, which they yoted a Grievance, hoping 
when he was Friendleſs and Defenceleſs, they 


mould be able to deal with him as they pleas'd. 
1 Appeal to any indifferent Perſon, if the King 
had not Reaſon to part with them, which was 
done by Prorogation, the 27th of May, 1679. 


Whilſt the Party in the Houſe was doing all 
they cou'd to inflame Matters there, the Earl of 


Shaſtebury was kindling the Fire of Rebellion in 
Scotland. On the 25th of March his Spirit (as he 


canted) 


(57) 


canted) dictated to bim his infamous Speech of 
our two little Siſters without Breaſts, and by 
the next Poſt, 40 written Copies of it were tranſ- 
mitted to his faCtious Correſpondents at Eden- „ 14,5; 
borough, who, by his Artifices being induc'd to u Engii 
believe they might be ſeconded here, grew ſo Frebolders 
inſolent, that Accounts were ſent up hither of 77 2. 
the juſt Apprehenſions of the Danger of the pub- 
lic Peace from the Enemies of the Church and Ado. 
varchy, which Reports were lighted here as 
Devices of Lauderdale, | 
But a little Time evidenc'd the Truthof them, 
for being encourag'd from hence, and animating 
one another, the Fanatics begun at their Con- 
venticles, openly to diſplay the Banners of Jeſus 
Chriſt (as they blaſphemouſly calld their Co- 
lours) and their Preachers told them, That was 
the Time of their Deliverance, when God wou'd 
take Vengeance of their Enemies, only they muſt 
repent and be ſtrong and of 4 great Courage, and 
fight the Battel:s of the Lord manfully. 
Such as they thought were active againſt them 
they threatned, they talk'd of preat Revolu- 
tions in England, and drop'd Liſts of thoſe 
Men they had a Mind ſhou'd fall by heroical 
Hands, in the Head of which ſtood the Name 
of the perjur'd Apoſtate Prelate Sharp, as they 
ſtil'd the Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews. 
Ia the Year 1668 the Murther of this moſt 
reverend Prelate was attempted by one Ait- 
chel a Conventicle Preacher, who, as his Grace's 
Coach ſtop'd in one of the Streets of Edenbo- 
rough, diſcharg'd a Piſtol at him loaden with 
three Bullets, which were intercepted by the 
Arm of the Biſhop of Orkney) who was then get- 
ting into the Coach) the A ſſaſſin made his E- 
ſcape, but was taken and executed ſome Foues 
| Alter 
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after for the Fact, which he gloried in and juſti- 
fy'd by the Doctrin of John Knox, and the Ex- 
ample of Phineas; but tho' he fail'd, others of 
the ſame Spirit were reſolv'd to finiſh what he 
attempted, which God, to fill up the Meaſure 
of their Iniquities, ſuffer'd them to accompliſh 
in the following Manner. . 
His Grace had been aſſiſting at the Privy 
Council at Edenburg, from whence he went o- 
ver into Fife, the 2d of May 1679, and lodg'd 
that Night at a Village between Burne INand and 
St. Andrews; about Mid-Night two Men well 
mounted and arm'd enquir'd in the Village, if 
the Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews was not there? 
And receiving an Anſwer in the Affirmative, 
immediately rid away. IE 
About Nine the next Morning the Arch- Bi- 
ſhop took Coach, he had only his Daughter with 
him, and three 'Servants on Horſeback to at- 
tend him, one of whom he had ſent with a Com- 
plement to a Perſon of Honour, near whoſe 
Houſe he was to paſs, and purſu'd his Journey 
with great Security till he came to a ſmall Vil- 
lage call'd Mad us, about two Miles diſtant from 
St. Andrews, between 11 and 12 a Clock in the 
Forenoon ; there he firſt perceiv'd himſelf to 
be purſu'd by about 12 Horſemen with Piſtols 
in their Hands and drawn Swords hanging, in 
Strings from their Arms, upon which the Coach- 
man drove as faſt as ſix good Horſes could gal- 
top, they purſuing and firing at the, Coach, till 
at length one of them, nam'd Balfour, who was 
the beſt mounted, overtook it, and havin 
wounded the Poſtillion, ſhot one of the foremo 
Horſes and hamſtring'd the other, and To ſtop'd 
the Coach. 
| The 


6359) 
The reſt of the Murtheres then came up, aad 
one of them fir'd a Piſtol ſo near his Breaſt that 


it ſing'd his Gown, then calling him Dæ, Apo- 
ate, Betrayer of the Godly, Perſecuter of Chriſt": 
Church, &c. They bid him come out of his Coach 
and receive the Reward of his Wickedneſs a- 
gainſt the Kirk of Scotland. 

Upon this his Daughter alighting out of the 
Coach. fell upon her Knees, and with Prayers 
and Tears beg'd her Father's Life, but they 
threw her down, trampled on her and wounded 
her, which her tender-hearted Father ſeeing, 
came out of the Coach, and calmly told them; 
He did not know: he had ever injur'd any of them, 
if he had, he was ready to make Reparation, be- 
ſeeching them to ſpare his Life, and he would never 
9 oh m for that Violence; but pray dem to 
conſider before they brought the Guilt of innocent 
Blood upon ons.” ö 1 
The Reverence of his Perſon and his com- 
de Oareiage ſurpriz d the Villains, and one of 
then relentings cxy'd, ſpare theſe grey Fairs; but 
their hot Zeal conſuming their natural Pity, the 
others reply d; He muſt, die, he muſt die, calling 
him engiterous Villain, Judas, Enemy to God and 
his People: and telling bim he muſt now receive the 
Knees, of his Apoſtagy and Enmity to the People, 
He] then beg'd Time to pray, telling them 
he would pray far them, but they ſcornfully 
told him, they cared not for his Prayers, they 
were, ſure God waz d not hear ſo baſe a Dog as be 
was: Then looking ſtedfaſtly on one of the Aſ- 
ſaſins, he kneel'd down to him and ſaid, Sir, you 
are a Gentleman, and 1 muſt beg my last Favour 
rom you, that ſince you are reſolv d I mut die, you 
nill have Pity upen my peor Child here, and ſpare 


her 
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her Life, and for this, Sir, give me your Hand, and 
ſtretching out his, at the ſame Time, the barba- 
rous Wretch gave him a Blow with a Sabre, 
which almoſt cut it off, and with another Blow 
wounded him two Inches over the left Eye and 
one below it, this Stroke knock'd him down, but 
getting upon his Knees again, he ſaid, Gentle- 
men it is enough, you have done your Work, and 
holding up his Hands towards Heaven as well 
as he could, frequently cry'd out Lord Jeſus haue 
Mercy on my Soul, and receive my Spirit, they 
ſtill wounding him, till he quietly laid down his 
Head upon his Arm, ſaying, God forgive you, and 
1 forgive you all, and with theſe Words ex- 


pir'd, after which they gave him divers Wounds 


on the Head, ſome of them to make ſure Work 
ſtirring his Brains in the Scull with the Points 


of their Swords. 


This barbarous Marther was committed, the 
3d of May, and the 8th, the Party here procur'd 
an Addreſs from the Commons to the King, to 
accuſe Duke Lauderdale as a Promoter of arbi- 
trary and deſtructive Councils, and for contri- 
ving and endeavouring to raiſe Miſunderſtand- 
ings between the Kingdoms of England and Scot- 
land,” whereby wo might have , and 
may ariſe between hoth Nations, if not prevented ; 
and therefore to deſire he might, be remov'd 
from his Majeſty's Councils, and from all Em- 
ployments and Places of Truſt; which Ad- 
dreſs being preſented, the next Day the King 
told them he would conſider of it, and return 
an Anſwer. n bo aide $4 5c 09 


In the mean Time, this Addreſs was ſent af- 


ter the Speech to Scotland, where it found all 
Things ripe for a Rebellion. The Murther of 

fo illuſtrious a Perſon as the Primate of that 
Kingdom 


(61) | 


Kingdom, and a Privy Councellor, in fo barba- 


J rous a Manner, was not to be ſmother'd, ſo 
3 that the Fear of a juſt Puniſhment, and the 
'3 Hopes of Aſſiſtance from their Friends here, 
4 who had begun with Duke Lauderdale, the Man 
4 in the World moſt hated and fear'd by them, 
IT concurr'd to puſh *em forward to an open Re- 
C bellion, for which perhaps they expected to be 
d as well paid, as for beginning that agaiaſt King 
1 Charles I. | 
id Accordingly about fourſcore of them came to 
J Ragland, the 29th of May 1679, where they pro- 
— claim'd the Covenant, burnt ſeveral Acts of Par- 
4 liament, and affix'd a rebellious Declaration on 
* the Market -Croſs; they attempted the like at 
8 Glaſcow, but were prevented by ſome of the 
K King's Forces there. 
ho On the Sund ay following, they rend ezvous'd 
upon Loudon Hill, being then 14 or 1500 Men 
8 well arm'd in good Order, the Foot commanded 
3 | by on Weir, and the Horſe by Balfour and Hack- 
x Fon, two of the Murtherers of the Arch-B:ſhop, 
I- 3X and by Robert Hamilton, and one Patron, Captain Aſier- 
* Graham of Claverhouſe, march'd againſt them, 7145 L4. 
{= with a Troop of Horſe and a Company of Dra- Dundee. 
* goons, but after a brisk Engagement, being ſo 
4 much overpower'd in Numbers, was oblig'd to 
W4 retire. Fluſh'd with this Succeſs, on Monday the 
d | Second of June, the Rebels made two Attacks 
on the City of Glaſcow, in both which they 
23 were repuls'd with conſiderable Loſs, but after- 
8 wards their Strength encreaſing, they poſleſs'd 
a themſelves of it, and ifſu'd their Proclamation, 


imperiouſly commanding the Magiſtrates to 

turn out all the Arch- B:ſhops, Biſhops and Curates, 

their Bairns and Servants, and all Families and Per- 

ſons concern d in the King's Army within 48 Hours, 
un 
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under the higheſt Pains, They alſo publiſh'd ano- 


ther Declaration to demand Redreſs of their 
pretended Grievances, and invite their Bre- 


thren to join them, and committed great 


Outrages there, and in the Country | adja- 
cent. | | 
In the mean Time the Council of Scotland 
were not idle, but rais'd an Army, which they 
quarter'd ſo as to prevent the Approach of the 
Covenanters to Edenburg, and ſent the King Ac- 
counts of what paſs'd, expecting his Majeſty's 
further Orders. = ack | 
Upon deliberating this Affair in Council, the 
King was for ſuppreſſing the Rebellion, immedi- 
ately by Forces from hence to be diſpatch'd,and 


join'd with thoſe in Scotland, and the Duke of 


Monmouth to go and command them all, by 
which it was, ſaid he, deſign'd to leſſen that 
Duke's Iatereſt with the Whigs: ; Shaftsbury (now 
got in again at Court) plainly ſhew'd at Council 
and in other Places, that he was unwilling it 
ſhou'd be wholly or too ſoon ſuppreſs'd, or other- 
wiſe then by his Friends in Scotland, who might 
thereby be introduc'd into the Directions of Af- 
fairs there, and who no doubt wou'd have hus- 
banded it till a better Opportunity; yet on the 
other Side was willing to ſee the D. of Monmouth 
grow great by ſuch a Commaad, and to truſt the 
Affair in his merciful Hands, ſo he was ſeat down, 


and on the 22d. of June, met with the Rebels at 


Bothwel-Bridge, where their Reliance on his Fa- 
vour encourag'd them to infiſt on the full Terms 
of their Declaration for Repealing ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament and reſtoring the Covenant and pure 
Religion, which he not being able to grant, they 
thought to March off to Carrick and — in 
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Order to furniſh themſelves withArms and Am- 


munition, which were landed at Borrowſtenneſs 
( beſides what were. expected from Holland ) and 
meet the Reinforcements which were coming to 
them. from ſeveral Places; but the old Scottiſh 
General Dalieal, and ſome other Officers, having 
honeſtly reſolv'd to end the Matter there; the 
Rebels were charg'd and eaſily: routed, aboue 
800 being kill'd and 11 or 1200 taken: But all 
their Horſe in Number about 1600 eſcap'd, 
which might have been cut off, had not the Royal 
Army, when they were in full Purſuit, been 
ſtop'd by the poſitive Command of the Duke af 
Moumout h. However by this Victory the Inſur- 
rection was cruſt'd, and that Country reduc d 
to Peace and Order. 

l cannot omit. here a pretty Fetch of Shafesbu- 
ry's at.this Time, it being thought neceſſary the 
Guards ſhou'd' be ſent to Scotland, and he have- 
ing a very great Regard to the Safety of his 
Majeſty's Perſon, propos'd the raiſing a Troop 

of 200 Gentlemen to attend the King, of which 
Troop the Duke of Monmouth was to be Cap» 
tain, now theſe being choice Lads to be pick'd 
for the Purpoſe by Monmouth and Shaftsbury, and 


always near the King, might have done theTrick 


at once, and ſervid. him in What Manner th.y 
thought fit, which wou'd have prevented all the 
Trouble and Misfortune of their following un- 
ſacceſsful Contrivances, but this fine ge 
prollig as abortive as the reſt. 

This Rebellion being ſo eaſily appeas'd, may 
induce ſome to look upon it only as a raſh Un- 
dertaking of a Parcel of hot Fellows, without 
any: premeditated Deſign. I muſt Confeſs, to 
me 1 bas quite : a eve eee, | —_ 
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but think, That the Arms, Ammunition and Re- 
inforcements the Rebels expected as above, afford 
great Intimation of the ſpreading Root of the 
Undertaking, That the Deſign of the Leaders of 
the Faction here, in procuring the Forces in Han- 
ders, and even the King's Guards to be Voted 
Grievances, was to lay this Kingdom as open as 
they cou'd to their Northen Friends, That by 
Shaftsbury's Speech ſent to Scotland, by the Ad- 
dreſs againſt Duke Lauderdale, timed juſt after 
the Murther of Arch-Biſhop Sharp, and ſpeak- 
ing plainly of Hoftilities which may enſue, and the 
Inſurrection breaking out, within a Fortnight 
after, and by their talking in Scotland of great 
Revolutions here, it ſeems evident that the Bre- 
thren in both Nations held a good Correſpon- 
dence, and were perfectly appriz d of each others 
Deſigns, which conſidering the high Ferment 
rais'd by the Practices of Shaſtabury, and ſome 
other Leaders of the Party, both in Parliament 
and without Doors, on Account of the Plot, the 
Succeſſion, and the Caſe of the Earl of Danby,and 
eſpecially if they cou'd have remov'd Duke Lau- 
derdale, and thereby given Spirit to their Party 
there, and diſcourag'd the Friends of the Church 
and Monarchy, muſt have ended inanotherlavaſi- 
on of this Kingdom from Scotland, to aſſiſt their 
Friends here, in reſtoring their Cauſe and Cove- 

mant, and with them all the Miſeries and Con- 

fuſion they once brought upon us; and that this 
is not an ill grounded Apprehenſion, will appear 

to any one that will give himſelf the Trouble 

of comparing the Circumſtances of this Time, 

and the Beginning of that Rebellion, in which 

he will find ſo great a Reſemblance, that it 
was hardly impoſſible it ſhou'd not have been 
attended with thoſe ſad Conſequences, 1 
their 
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Ruſſel, Lord Cavendiſh, Mr. Powle and others, 
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their Meaſiires been happily diſconcerted, by the 
ſtden Proprogation of the Parliament two Days 

efore the Rebellion in Scotland broke out, 
which they then cou'd know nothing of, but 
afterwards lower'd their Creſts, and prevented 
the Incouragement they expected from their 
Friends in both Nations. 

J am not unacquainted that the Friends of 
the Faction endeavour to lay the Blame of all 
the Scottiſh Diſturbances on Duke Lauderdale, 
by whoſe Severities, which they very much ex- 
aggerate, they ſay they were occaſion'd; where- 


as in Truth, it was the reſtleſs Carriage of the 


Scotch Presbyterians, from the Reſtoration to 
the Rebellion on Pentland-Hills, and after that, 
their numerous Riots, Aſſaults and Aſſaſſoati- 
ONS, and their arm'd Field Meetings, where 
they ſametimes took the Covenant openly, to 
the Number of 7 or $0900 in a Body, which a- 
larmed the Government and neceſſitated a ſharp 
Courſe, when gentle Methods had prov'd in- 
eit and the inflicting legal Puniſhments 
on thoſe, who were guilty of the Crimes I have 
mention'd, is what they call Perſecution of 


God's People. 


It is Time now to return Home, and ſee what 
is doing in England, where during the Sitting 
of the Parliament, the King had conſtitured a 
new Council, into which, to take away all Um- 
brage of any ill Deſigns entertain'd by him, he 
was pleas'd to take ſeyeral of thoſe Lords, and 
Commaners, who were in beſt Eſteem with the 
honeſter Sort of the Whiggiſh Party, as the 
Earl of Eſex, (who was alſo made chief Com- 
miſſioner of the Treaſury) Lord Helis, Lord 
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his wicked Projects. 


there were Remonſtrances prepar'd in the 


Three of the Council with his Reſolution. 
1 know not, but their being ready cut and dry'd 


makes ĩt more than probable they were intend- 


( 66 ) 


it was deſign'd to conſiſt of 30, to which Num- 


ber, by the ſame Intereſt, which procur'd the 
Diſgrace of the Harl of Danby, the Earl of 
Shaftsbury was propos'd to be added ; to which 


the King conſented, to keep him from doing 


Miſchief; and to ſooth his Ambition, he was 
made Preſident : But this Promotion had a 
quite contrary Effect to what was hoped from 


it; for as it did not better his Inclinations, ſo 


on the other Hand, it encreas'd his Credit, both 


in the Parliament and the City, where he caſt 


falſe Colours over the faireſt Actions of his 
Majeſty, even. to the Eſtabliſhment of this 
Council, which he wou'd have them look upon 
as a new Court Juggle ; and his Calumnies 
finding a more ready Reception, by the Opinion 
that this Truſt muſt needs let him into a Know- 
ledge of the Secrets of the publick Affairs, it 
gave him fairer Opportunities of carrying on 


By which having brought Things to ſuch 
Extremities in the Parliament, as you have al- 
ready ſeen, the King was laid under a Neceſlity 
of parting with them; bat that which haſten'd 
the-Prorogation was, the Xing having found out 


Houſe of Commons to inflame the City and the 
Nation upon the Points of the Plot and Popery, 
ſo that it could not be allow'd Time and Vent by 
a Debate of Council; but the Xing did it on a 
ſudden, without acquainting any more than 

What the Tenour of theſe Remonſtrances was 


juſt at the Juncture of the Scorch Inſurrection, 


ed 
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ed to encourage that Godly Undertaking, which 
affords another Proof of the wide Extent of 
that Deſign, and carries on the Parallel between 
this Time and Forty One. I know that is a 
Number the Gentlemen on the other Side don't 
Care to hear of; but I hope they will Pardon 
this one mention of it, which Il am drawn into, 
by the Satisfaction I receive in refleting upon 
theſe Affairs, that the Parallel ends here, that 
Seventy nine doth not ſtand noted with as black 
a Mark in our Annals; but that my Native 
Country eſcaped a ſecond Ruin by this ſeaſon- 
able Diſappointment, which put the E. of Shafts- 
bury into ſuch a Rage, that he threaten'd aloud 
in the Houſe,he would have the Heads of thoſe 
that were the Adviſers of this Prorogation. 

After this, the King expecting no Good from 
this Houſe of Commons, he by his Proclamati- 
on, dated the 12th of July, diſſolv'd the Par- 
liament, and Writs were iſſued out for another 
to meet the 17th of October following, 
And now the Xing had Reaſon to hope that 
his Subjects duly reflecting on the Miſcarriages 
of the laſt Houſe of Commons, and the Danger 
the Nation had ſo narrowly eſcap'd of being in- 
volved in another inteſtine War, at a Time 


when the victorious Arms of France hung like 


a Cloud over our Heads, and the Diſcontents 


of the Popiſh Party inflam'd by the Proſecutions 


on the Plot, lay broiling in the Bowels of the 
Nation, would proceed with more Caution, in 
the next Election, and ſend him up Men of 
better Tempers. 

But his Majeſty ſoon found himſelf deceiv'd ; 
the Common People, who ſee with other Men's 


Eyes, and follow as they are led, were nn. 
' - 
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ed to believe the Parliament was prorogued and 
diſſolved only to prevent the Tryal of the Po- 

iſh Lords, tho' only the Commons had ob- 
Rructed it, and refuſed to give Evidence againſt 
them, when they were brought to the Bar of 
the Houſe of Lords. 

The Bell-Weathers of the Party encreas'd 
the Noiſe of Popery, French Penſioners and Ar- 
bitrary Government, and beſides theſe general 
Charges, made ſpecial Uſe of two Things, 
which occurr'd in the laſt Parliament, the firſt 
was the Excluſion Bill, which was made a Kind 
of Teſt, and all thoſe Gentlemen, who Voted a- 
gainſt it, were mark'd as Favourers of Popery, 
if not downright Papi ts. 

The next was a pretended Diſcovery made by 
Sir Stephen Fox, of the Penſioners in the long Par- 
liament, which being by Order of the laſt Houſe 
of Commons made on a ſudden by Memory only, 
and no Record of it enter'd, they took the Ad- 
vantage of naming thoſe they did not like in 
their black Liſts of Court Penſioners, all thoſe 
who had any public Employments were excepted 
againſt, and thoſe recommended, who either had 
never been truſted, or if they had were turn'd 
out; theſe were applauded as Men not to be 
bought, Enemies to the Court and Miniſters, 
and therefore true Friends to the Proteſt ant Re- 
ligion and the Country; and all this was done, as 
they ſaid, for the Advancement of his Majeſty's 
Service, and encreaſing the Love of his People 
towards him; and he was a hard hearted Man, 
who call'd the Sincerity of their loyal Intentions 
in Queſtion. 8 55 BETS, 
* Theſe Endeavours ſucceeded ſo well, that it 
is no Wonder the King was not fatisfied- _ 
\ the 
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the Returns, when he ſaw by them, what Men 
he was to meet in his next Honſe of Commons ; 
He did not therefore thinſt it proper to let 
them come together, in the Heat of their Diſ- 
contents raiſed and more inflam'd if poſſible, 
by their Reſentments of the laſt Diſſolution ; 
but Prorogued them at the Day of their Meet- 
ing, till a further Time, and ſo kept them 
from Sitting, till the 21ſt of October, in the next 
Year 1680. 

And now let us take a View of their Behavi- 
our in this Interval: Towards the latter End 
of Auguſt, the King was taken with an Ague at 
Windſor, which being reperted to be dangerous, 
the Earls of Eſex and Halifax, looking upon 
themſelves as the Perſons threatned by Shaft. 
bury on the laſt Prorogation, ſent private No- v. T. Mem. 
tice of it to the Duke of Tork at Bruſſels, who P- 3· el. 
thereupon thought it his Intereſt to make the 
beſt Speed he cou'd, and arriv'd at Windſor, the 
24 of Sept. to the great Surprize of the Court, 
and ſeemingly of none more, thaa thoſe who had 
ſent for him. 

But in the Interim, the Duke of Monmouth, 
hoping by the Strength of the Faction and the 
Abſence of the Duke of York, he might have a 
fair Opportunity of making a Puſh for the 
Crown, if the King's Illneſs ſhou'd prove fa- 
tal, caus'd the Guards to be doubled, and 
ſhew'd himſelf very buſy in the publick Con- 
cerns, and in one of the King's Fits, ſome of his 
Friends begun to tamper about proclaiming him 
King. 4 
This unhappy Gentleman, after the Marriage 
of the Prince of Orange, and the good lntelli- 

Pence between him w_ the King, a | 
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Deſigns of that Achitophel, the Earl of Shafts 
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the Earl of Danby, had cut off the Correſpon- 
dence of the Faction there, was ſet up by Shafts- 
bury, as the Idol of the Whiggs. He was ex- 
treamly handſome in his Perſon, generous in 
his Temper, and of an eaſie graceful Addreſs, 
which joyn'd to his great perſona! Courage, a 
Quality always recommendable to the Engliſh, 


had render'd him the Darling of both Sexes. 


But this Popularity, and the Luſtre of thoſe 
Honours and Preferments, the Indulgence of 
his Father had heaped upon him, dazled his 
Eyes, and raiſed his Ambition to that Height, 
that he vainly fanſied himſelf within Reach of 
the Crown. 

To pave the Way to it, a Story had been 
raiſed, about January before, of a Marriage, 


or at leaſt a Contract of Marriage (for in this 


they differ'd) between the King and this Duke's 
Mother, and that Sir Gilbert Gerard had a black 
Box, wherein were Papers to prove it; upon 
this Report, which was greedily ſwallow'd by 
ſome People, all thoſe Perſons, who were ſaid 
to know any Thing of the Matter, were con- 
vened before the Council, and upon Examinati- 
on, denied all Knowledge of that Affair, and 
the King made three ſolemn Declarations, that 
he never was Married or Contracted to any 
Woman but Queen Catherine; which Declara- 
tions were enter'd in the Council Books and en- 
rol'd in Chancery. ind e | | 

However, the Duke of Monmouth, puſh'd on 
by his ill Deſtiny and worſe Friends, precipita- 
ted himſelf into all thoſe Meaſures hE thought 


moſt oppoſite to the Intereſt of him he now 


Jook'd on as his Rival, and concur'd in all the 


bury, 
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bury, which were now ſo apparent, -that, the 
King once more diſmiſs'd the Earl from his 
Council, ſending the Duke to Utrecht, and diſ- 
poſing of his Places and Preferments. 
The Duke of York alſo made a ſhort Journey 
back to Flanders, but return'd in Odober ; and 
thinking it more for his Credit and Intereſt to 
be in ſome Part of the King's Dominions, from 
whence he might be ſoon here, on any ſudden 
Occaſion, obtain'd his Majeſty's Leave to go to 
Scotland, | 
Nor was the other long behind him, being 
perſuaded to return by his Friends; who told 
him, that Baniſhment cou'd not be inflicted on 
any Man not convicted of ſome Crime; and 
upon his Return, he was receiv'd in the City, 
with Bonfires, Ringing of Bells, and other great 
Demonſtrations of Joy expreſs'd by his Party ; 
and tho' he came not to Court, yet, in private, 
not diſcourag'd by the King himſelf, whoſe pa- 
1 Tenderneſs exceeded the Duke's Ingrati- 
tude. | | 
The firſt Prorogation of the Parliament was 
to the 26th of January, at which Time the King 
met them, and in a ſhort Speech, told them, 
That He was unalterably of Opinion, That the Heats 
and Jealouſies were ſo heighten'd and improv'd by 
the Malice and Induitry of ill Men, that a longer 
Interval of Parliament was abſolutely neceſſary, for 
compoſing and iy Men's Minds ; but leſt the 
Affairs / a, ſhowd require their Meeting ſooner, 
than the Time He had fixed, He then Prorogued them 
only to the 15th of April. | 
The King's Reſolution had made the Faction 
very uneaſie; they had Men as they faid to 
their Hearts Content, and having Tools for 
F 4 their 
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their Purpoſe, wanted nothing but to fall to 
work. They were haſty to come together for 
the ſame Reaſon, which the King gave for 
keeping them apart; ſo that before this Meet 
ing, they had renew'd their old Practices of 
Petitioning; divers Petitions were fram'd for 
the Sitting of the Parliament on that Day, and 
Meſſengers ſent about to procure Subſct ipti- 
ons to them, at 5 s. per Cent. of all Sorts, Ages 
and Degrees, not caring what, but how many: 
The following Story, my Author ſays, he had 
from credible Hands. One of theſe Procurers 
coming to a Godly Weaver in Eſſex for his 
Hand to a Petition, bethought himſelf the 
Weaver had a Boy to his Son, and ask'd if he 
would not RY too; Tes, faid the Father, 
th a Cow to a Neighbour's Ball. 

That's nothing, ſaid the Petition-Monger, Iran 
ſet his Hand; which he did, and ſo the poor Boy 
became an Humble Petitioner to the King, when 
he thought nothing of the Matter. 
The King knew too well, the ill Conſequen- 

ces of this Proceeding in his Father's: Reign, 
to give any Countenance to it in his own; 
and therefore having the Authority of à Sta- 
tute on his Side, had the Addreſs to diſap- 
point this Proje by a Proclamation, Which 
prohibited this Exerciſe as illegal and ſedi- 
tious. 24%, By diſcountenaffeing and ſharply 
reprehending thoſe, who were ſo ſilly as to pre- 
ſeat them; and 34%, By encduraging another 
Sort of Perſons, who, in a more regular and 
legal Way, were as ready to deteſt and abhor 
them, many of which Addreſſes of Abhor- 
rence were ſent up from the Aſlizes and Seſſions 
in ſeveral Counties. ee ieee 
e 5 This 
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This petitioning and abhorring created great 
Heats and Differences among Neighbours, both 
in City and Country, and occaſion'd frequent 
Quarrels in private Companies ; and about this 
Time (tho' 1 have us'd the Words before) aroſe 
the Diſtinctions of Whigg and Tory, which the 
oppoſite Parties invidiouſly beſtow'd on each 
other; all that adher'd to the Intereſt of the 
Crown and Hereditary Succeſſion, being by the 
contrary Faction branded with the Title of Triſh ' 
Robbeys, and they in Return, gave the others 
the Name of Whizg or Sour-Milk, formerly ap- 
propriated to what is ſtill more Sour, a Scorch 
Presbyterian. * 
His Majeſty all the while ſtood to his Reſo- 
lution, and the Parliament did not meet to con- 
tinue to ſit till the 21ſt of Oct. 1680, When his 
Majeſty made a Speech to them, in which, He 
inform d them of the Alliances He had made with 
Spain and the United Provinces, which could not 
fail of their End, if our Diviſions at Home did 
not make our Friendſhip leſs conſiderable Abroad, 
aſſuring them, nothing ſhould be wanting on His Part, 
to give them all the Satisfation their Hearts could 
wiſh, for the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and to concurr in any new Remedies, that might con- 
fisF with preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown, 
in its legal Courſe of Deſcent. 1 82 2 

Aſter this, He recommended to them the Pro- 
ſecution of the Plot, the Care of Tangier, and 
which He valu'd above all, Union among them- 
ſelves, ' concluding, that if any Differences ſhould 
ariſe to tify bur Enemies, and diſhrarten our 
Friends, the World would fee it was no Fault o 
His, for (ſays He) I have done all that was poſſib 
ro keep you in Peace While I live, and leave you / 
; FY | After 
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After they had choſen M. Williams, for their 
Speaker, and expel'd two of their Members, one 
for ſaying there was no Popiſh Plot, the other for 
preſenting an Addreſs of Abhorrence from the 
Grand Jury of Weſtminſter, and commited one 
Harnage, for abuſing Franciſco de Faria, one of 
the Evidences; after divers warm Speeches, and 
two or three Addreſſes to the Tune of Popery, 
On the 2d. of November the Excluſion Bill was 
Order'd to be brought in, which being read 
twice and committed, was read a third Time, 
the 11th of November; and the Lord Ruſſel, at- 
tended with other Members carry'd it up to 
the Lords for their Concurrence, and being 
read in that Houſe, and the Queſtion put whe- 
ther it ſhould be read again, and the Houſe di- 
_ viding No's 63. Tea's 30, it was thrown out; all 
the Biſhops appearing againſt the Bill, except 
three, for which they were freely cenſur'd by 
the Whiggs, as if no Body could be for the Duke, 
but he muſt be for Popery. 

In the mean Time, the Commons had fallen 
upon Sir George Jefferies, Recorder of London, 
for traducing and obſtructing the Petitions; they 
Voted an Addreſs to the King to remove him 
out of all publick Offices, and order'd the City 
Members to communicate the Vote and Re- 
ſolution againſt him to the Court of Alder- 
men, which was a ſure Way to beſpeak a Par- 
ty in the City againſt the Abhorrers, and the 
City on the other Hand was ſo grateful; that 
in Common Council they agreed on an Addreſs 
to the King to declare their Loyalty, and to 
petition that the Parliament might ſit till Pro- 
teſtantiſm was ſecured, which might have been 
to the World's End, if ſome of them gar 
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have been Judges when this preat Work was 
perfected 3 but this Project . aha not iN 
with the King, He remembred the ill Baects of 
a like Correſpondence in his Father's Days, ſo 
advis'd *em to meddle with wc lay before 
'em, aſſuring them he won labour to main- 
tain the Proteſtant Religion by Law eſtabliſh'd, 
which was more than they deſir'd at his 
Hands. 

But now their favourite Bill being thrown 
out, the Commons adjourn'd the next Morn- 
ing in a Pet, and the Day after, meeting almoſt 
as much out of Humour, hearing the Earl of 
Hallifax had been active againſt the Bill, they 
reſolv'd an Addreſs to his Majeſty to remove 
him from his Preſence and Councils for ever; 
after which, ſeveral Foremen of Grand Juries 
were ſent-for into Cuſtody for abhorring, which 
was now turn'd toa Breach of Privilege. A- 
mongſt many others one Coleman was ſent- for 
as Foreman of the Grand Jury of Devon, but 
his Name happening to be Stawell, the Name 
was alter'd, and he having the Courage not to 
obey their Meſſenger, but telling him if he 
had been guilty of any Crime, he was ready to 
anſwer for it, as the Law directs, in the Coun- 
ty where it was committed; the Leaders of 
the Faction, on returning this Anſwer, did not 
think fit to reſent it, but to blind the World, 
very obligingly Voted the Gentleman Sick, and 
therefore gave him further Time. 
Not long after this, the Lord Chief Juſtice 
North was impeach'd, for being concern'd in 
drawing and paſſing the Proclamation againſt 
the Petitions, and after him, Mr. Seymour one of 
the Privy Council, and Member of the Hooks, 
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tne Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs, Sir. Tho. Tones 
ana Qaron Weſton ;, and becauſe they muſt have 
a Prieſt to roaſt too, one Mr. Thomſon of Briſtol, 
was imptzeh'd chiefly for ſome dangerous Paſſa- 
ges in a zoth r January Sermon, refleQing on 
St. Calvin and fbi of his Followers, and in 
the mean Time the Con mons addreſs'd, that 
Dr. Tong the Plotſmith ſhow have the firſt 
conſiderable Church Preferment; however Dr. 
Thompſon was afterwards made Dean of Briſtol, 
and what Preferment the other had I know 
not. | 
Add to theſe the Caſe of Mr. Sheridan, who 
was kept five Weeks Priſoner, without any 
Crime or Breach of Privilege alledg'd, on which 
Commitment,when he brought his Habeas Corpus, 
moſt of the Judges were ſo frighted by theſe 
Proceedings, that tho' oblig'd by their Oath, 
and an Act of Parliament, they did not dare 
to allow it, ( not knowing by their Books, how 
the Houſe of Commons would think fit to cen- 
ſure them for it) and without enumerating any 
more Inſtances, theſe I have mention'd will be 
ſufficient ro give any Man an Idea of the fin- 
gular Moderation of theſe Patriots, and their ten- 
der Regard for the Liberties and Privileges of 


the Subject. One Fellow indeed, who had been 


commitred for not finding Arms in the Lord 
Aſton's Houſe, they order'd to be ſet at Liberty, 
but that was becauſe they were inform'd he was 
a ſober Proteſtant, _ x 4 

But tho? they laid about *em in this extraor- 
dinary Manner, not ſparing Judges, Privy 
Counſellors, nor any they tough likely to 
ſtand ia their Way, the Suppreſſing their ſcan- 


dalous Libcls in a legal Courſe was Voted Ar- 


bitrary, 


* 
—<4 - . ——— — : 
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| ty 9 
| bitrary, as was done in the Behalf of their 
Friend Henry Care, and another Incendiary of 
the ſame Kind. | 
The eſtabliſh'd Religion, they never once 
thought fit to mention in any of their Ad- 
dreſſes or Votes, as I can find; but to Prote- 
ſtants at large, which takes in all the Secs 
of Diſſenters, their Zeal and Affection run ve- 
ry high, the Penal Laws of Q. Elizabeth and K. 
| James, which were at firſt meant, and had been 
| all along reputed to extend to all other Diſfen- 
ters, as well as Popiſh, if a Vote of the Houſe 
of Commons had the Force of a Law, were to 
be cramp'd and limited to Papiſts only; but 
leaſt it ſhould not, the Statute of 35th of Eliza, 
was to be repeal'd, and to lay the Act of Uni- 
formity aſleep, an impracticable Bill, for the 
better uniting his Majeſty's Subjects was or- 
der'd to be brought in; and to ſtrengthen the 
true blue Proteſtant Intereſt, a Naturalization 
Bill for all Foreign Proteſtants, with Freedom to 
exerciſe their Trades in all Corporations, 
where, that they and theirBrethren here, might 
be capable of Offices, and thereby of ſerving 
the Cauſe, the Corporation Act was alſo to 
be repeal'd. | 
Vet, I believe they might have a kind Inten 
tion towards ſonie Members of the Church of 
England, when a Bill was order'd to be brought 
in for Baniſhing all Papiſts and ſuſpected 
Papifts from London and Weſtminfter, and 
twenty Miles of the ſame; with Penalties a- 
ainſt all ſach Papiſts and ſuſpected Papiſts as 
ould ride, go, or be arm'd ; ſuch an Act as 
this, if it could have been obtain'd, would have 
done em Knights Service on a good _ 
15 BIAS... on; 
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ſion; we know who they call'd ſuſpected 
Papiſts. . 
Their Care of the Public was no leſs con- 
ſpicuous than the reſt, His Majeſty having by 
a Meſlage aſſured them of His Readineſs to con- 
for the Preſervation of 
the Proteſtant Religion ( beſides the Excluſion ) and 
deſir d them to conſider the State of the Kingdom, 
in ſuch Manner as might enable Him to preſerve 
Tangier, and ſecure His Alliances Abroad, and 
the Peace and Settlement at Home. They in An- 
ſwer, Reſolve, That until a Bill be paſid for ex- 
cluding the Duke of York, they could give no 
Supply to His Majeity without Danger to His Per- 
fon, Hazard of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
Unfaithfulneſs to thoſe by whom they were truſted, 
as it the Loſs of Tangier, and all our Alliances 
Abroad, did not at all hazard the Proteſtant 
2 nor endanger His Majeſty's Per- 
On. | 
They go on and reſolve, That all thoſe, who 
adviſed His Majeſty to His laſt Meſſage to this 
Houſe to inſiſt on an Opinion againſt the Bull 
of Excluſion, had given pernicious Council to 
His Majeſty, and are Promoters of Popery, and 
Enemies to the King and Kingdom; and as ſuch, 


proceed to mark the Earl of Clarendon, the Earl 


of Hallifax, and the Marquis of Worceſter, 
and reſolve an Addreſs againſt Mr. Hyde and 
the Earl of Feverſham; after which, as if it 
was not enough to chaſtiſe the great Men that 
ſtood in their Way, they reach at His Majeſty 
Himſelf, in the two Reſolves againſt thoſe, who 
ſhould lend the King any Money, or buy Tal- 
lies, which are inſerted in the King's Decla- 


ration, ſo that firſt they reſolye to give No- 
| thing 


(79) 
thing themſelves, and then terrify all others as 
much as they can, from lending or advancing any 
Money to him, which was not according to their 
Writ of Election, to adviſe his Majeſty, but by 
Dureſs to compel Him to ſubmit to their bet- 
ter Judgment, as became Loyal and dutiful 


Subjects. 

The Matter of this laſt Paragraph was tranſ- 
ated the th of January, and the next Day 
hearing they were to be prorogued, they came 
to ſeveral warm Reſolves, with Deſign only 
that their Moderation might be ſeen by all 
Men (1 ſuppoſe) for no other Good I am ſure 
they cou'd do. Two of them were in Behalf of 


the Duke of Monmouth, and another againſt the 


Proſecution of Proteſtant Diſſenters, which, con- 
ſidering the Terms on which the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſtood with his Majeſty, muſt needs be 
very Efficacious with him; they were going on 
when their Mouths were ſtop'd by a Meſlage 
from the King, commanding them to attend 
him in the Houſe of Peers, where they were 
prorogu'd to the zaoth of the ſame Month, and 
ſoon afterwards diſſolv'd, to the great Satis- 
faction of all loyal Subjects. 

Thus ended this Parliament, in which the 
Diſſenters gain'd no Advantage, but failing in 
their Deſigns, their Carriage juſtly exaſperated 
the King and Government, and occaſion'd their 
being more proſecuted and leſs pitied than e- 
ver before, and the Papiſts receiv'd as little Da- 
mage; for the Commons bending their Force 
equally againſt the Succeſſion and Popery, their De- 
ſigns againſt the Papi#s ( if they had any beyond 
Clamour) were thereby defeated : So 1 — 
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The only Service they did, was to the Frenth 
King ; for, our Allies ſeeing no Aſſiſtance was to 
be expected from England, ſurreader'd their 
ſtrongeſt Towns to him for asking, and ſo ſuf- 
fer'd the worſt Effects of Mar in an unſecurePeace. 
However, their arbitary and illegal Procee- 
dings afforded the Loyal Part of the Nation an 
excellent Proſpect, what they were go expect from 
Theſe moderate Gentlemen, if Ever they ſhou'd 
fall into their Power,; and their reſpectful Car- 
riage gave the King fair Warning to look to 
Himſelf, and to ſtand by the eftablsſh'd Religion, 
while his Prerogatives were entire and in his 
own Hand; for had he yielded to them, he 
wou'd ſoon have found what was to be got by 
complying with Men of their Tempers. _ 
In this Parliament, poor Lord Strafford was try'd 
and condemn'd, his Sentence being as uſual in 
Caſes of Treaſon to be hang'd and quarter'd 
but the King's Writ to the Sheriffs Corniſh and 
Bet hell, requiring him to be beheaded, notywith- 
ſtanding the Sentence. They truly, were ſo 
very ſcrupulous, that they queſtion'd whe- 
ther the King had any thing to do with it, be- 
ing as they pretended, neither Judge nor Par- 
ty» and whether he cou'd Diſpence with any 
Part of the Sentence; which Scruples the 
Lords did declare to be unneceſſary, and might 
very well have made Uſe of another Epithet; 
but we ſhall ſoon meet with ſeyeral other In- 
ſtances of the great Reſpect their Party in the 
City, had to their Soyereign. BON 
The Commons, on the Day of their Prorogati- 
on, had with their expiring Breath, ſent their 
kind Commendations and Thanks to the City, 
which cauſed ſuch a Yearning in their 1 

| that 
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that a Petition was qrany up to be preſented 
to the Xing, ſetting forth, That whereas rhe 
Parliament had tonvifted one of the Popiſh Lord, 
and were about to convitt the others, that Ih 
had impeach'd the Chief Juſtice Scroggs, 4 
were about to impeach ot her Judges 5 and All 
this, in Order to the Preſervation of his Ma- 
jeſty's Life, the Proteſtant Religion and Go- 
vernment ; that they were much ſupriz'd to fie 
the Parliament prorogued in the Height of their 
Buſineſs, therefore pray d His Majeſty wou'd let 
the Parliament ſit at the Day appointed, and ſo to 
continue till they had effected the great Afflits 
before them. * W- K ae 
But His Majeſty had no Deſire the great Af- 
fairs of overturning the eſtabliſh'd Religion and 
Government, and altering the Succeſſion ſhou'd 
be effected, ſo that the 18th, He by Proclamati- 
on diſſolved the Parllament, and publiſh'd his 
Intentions to call another to ſit the 21ſt of Mach 
following; but He ſo far reſented the Behaviour 
of the City, that He appointed their Meeting 
at Oxford, which occaſion'd another very ex- 
traordinary Petition, and Advice ſubſcrib'd by ſe- 
veral Noblemen, with Monmouth and Shaft:bury 
at the Head of them; however the King per- 
ſiſted in His Reſolution,and on the Day appoint- 


ed, the Parliament met there. eg 
The Houſe of Commons was compos'd of 
moſt of the ſame Members that fate in the laſt 
Parliament, ſo that there was no great Diffe- 
. rence to be expected in their Proceedings, At 
the Election for London the Citizens tuned their 
Pipes a Note higher than ever before, they 
_ choſe their old Members, and preſented a Pa- 
per of Thanks for their faithful Endeayours 
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in the laſt Parliament, and after reciting ſeve- 
ral of the great Affairs then in Hand, conclude 
they are confidently aſſur d that they (the Mem- 


bers) will never conſent to the granting any A- 


ney Supply till they had effettually ſecur'd them a- 
ainft Popery and Arbitrary Power, and reſolve 
y God's Aſſiftance to ftand by their ſaid Members 
with their Lives and Fortunes, From which Pat- 
tern the like Addreſſes were made in ſeveral 


other Places. So that if the King was not to 


be prevail'd on by his Neceſſities to comply 
with whatever they pleas'd to impoſe, under 
the Pretence of Security againſt Popery and Ar- 
bitary Power, and the Faction had made Uſe 
of the more cogent Argument of Compulſion, 


as was intended, this new Allegiance to their 


Repreſeatatives, muſt have flown in the Face 
of that which they ow'd. the King, which yet 
they wou'd no doubt have reconcil'd, by pre- 
tending, as their Fathers did, that they rebell'd 


for the Preſervation of his Majeſty's Perſon and 


Government. 
And to ſhew that this was not only Talk, but 
that they were in very good Earneſt, a nume- 
rous Body of Horſe well arm'd, accompanied the 
City Members to Oxford, and many others of 
the Members were attended in like Manner 
pretending they apprehended ſcme Deſigns of 
the Papiſts againſt them; but in Truth, to be 


provided of a Force ſufficient to ſeize the King, 


- or in their Language, reſcue him out of the Hands 


of evil Councellors, and force him to do as they 
wou'd have him. ; 


This Manner of their aſſembling was more 


like a Rendezvous of a Country Militia, than 
the Meeting of a Parliament ; however to theſe 
| | Men 
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ment brought low and into Diſreput ation; That He 


was ready to he arten to any Expe dient, by which the 
| | G 2 
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Men thus met, the King, at their firſt coming to- 
gether, made aSpeech;Teling them that the unwar- 
rant able Proceedings A- laft Houſe of Commons, 
were the Occaſion of the Diſſolution of the laſt Par- 
liament; That as He wor'd never uſe Arbitrary 
Government Himſelf, He was reſolv' d never to ſuf- 
fer it in others; That whoever wou'd calmly conſider 
the Proceedings in the laſt Parliament, might won- 
der more at His Patience ſo long, than that He grew 


weary at laſt ; That it was as much His Intereſt and 


Care as theirs, to preſerve the Liberty of the Sub- 
ject, becauſe the Crown can never be ſafe when that 
it in Danger; That neither Liberty nor Proper- 
ty can ſubſiſt long, when the juſt Rights of the 
Crown are invaded, or the Honour of the Govern- 


calld this Parliament ſo ſoon, to ſhew that no Irre- 


gularities in Parliament ſhou'd make Him out of 


Love with them; That the juſt Care they ought to 
have of Religion, ought not to be ſo managed, and 
improv'd into unneceſſary Feats, as to be made a 
Pretence for changing the Foundations of the Go- 
vernment; That He hop'd the Example of the ill 
Succeſs of former Heats, wou'd diſpoſe them to 4 
better Temper ,, That they wou'd not lay ſo much 
Weight upon any one Expedient againſt Popery, | as 
to determine all others were inefeftual ; That they 
ought to remember, that without the Safety and Dig- 
nity of the Monarchy, neither Religion nor Pro- 
perty cou'd be preſeru'd ; That He cou d not depart 
from what He had ſo often declar'd touching the 
Succeſſion, but to remove all reaſonable Fears that 
might ariſe from the Poſſibility of a Popiſn Succeſ- 
ſor, if Means cou d be found out in ſuch a Caſe, to 
put the Adminiſtration into Proteſtant Hands, He 


eſt a- 


- — = _—_ —— : 
—— 96s. o oo — 2 — — — ow _ 
— — — N : — = — 
— < = 4 W — — — 


** 
* 


r 


—— 
- 8 
2 


n 


44> 
* 


Oxford 
Debates. 


eſtabliſh'd Religion might be preſery'd and the Mo- 
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narchy not deſtroy'd; That therefore they wou d pro- 
vide for Religion and Government together : Con- 
cluding with this excellent Admonition, That 
they wou d make the known eſtabliſhd Laws of the 
Land the Rule and Meaſure of their Votes, as He 
was reſold they ſhould be the Rule of His Actions. 

Notwithſtanding the Poſitions laid down in 
this Speech are ſo undeniable true, the Reſolu- 
tions fo well grounded, and the Ad vices and 
Requeſts ſo reaſonable, they made no Impreſſi- 
on on the Commons; let the King ſay what He 


wou'd they were reſoly'd to purſue their own 


Courſe. Mr. Willams being again choſen into 
the Chair, it ſeem'd as if the late-Houſe of Com- 
mont, was only adjourn'd to Oxford, and their 
Actions ſhew'd they had not left their Paſſions 
and Prejudices behind them ; the Excluſion Bill 
was again brought upon the Anvil, and ham- 
mer'd with greater Heat and Fury than ever, 
they had told the King at London, they had freed 
themſelves from the Blood and Deſolation like 
to enſue, now they ſpeak plainer, how many 
there were ready to Bleed for the Bill, that the 


Nation was in a Pleuriſy, and we muſt let Blood; 


while their. Retainers without Doors talk'd 
no leſs familiarly of bloody Noſes and Diſtur- 
bances to enſue, and in their ſcandalous Dif- 


courſes and Ballads, treated the Ring with the ut- 


moſt Contempt, wearing Ribhons of DiſtiaQion 
with this Motto, xo Popery, no Slavery; their boaſted 
Numbers and Strength encouraging this ſtrange 
Behaviour, out of a Confidence they cou'd not 
fail in the Execution of their black Deſigns; 
but the King having receiv'd Intimation of them, 
took Advantage of the Difference between the 


Two 
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two Houſes about the Caſe of Firz-harris, and 
on a ſudden diſſolved the Parliament, without 
any Notice, when it was but a bare Week old, 
after which he immediately left Oxford and went 
to Mindſor, and thus eſcap'd once more as a 
Bird out of the Hands of the Fowler, to the 
great Diſappointment of thoſe, who thought 
themſelves ſecure of their Game. 

And now the King's Endeavours to heal the 
Diſtempers of the Nation, and reſtore it toHealth 
and Vigour, by the proper Remedy of Parlia- 
ments, having been ſo often render'd ineffectual, 
by the Art and Power of a Party, which was. 
induſtriouſly working it's Ruin, His Majeſty 
thought fit to publiſh the following Decleration, 
to prevent as far as poſſible the Impreſſions, 
which might be made on His Subjects, by the 
Miſrepreſentations and Slanders, He was but too 
ſenſible wou'd be thrown upon Him, by the 
Factors of Sedition and Rebellion. | 


His Majeſty's Declaration to all his Loving Subjefts, 
touching the Cauſes and Reaſons that moved Him 
to diſſolve the two laſt Parliaments, 


T was with exceeding great Trouble, that 
| We were brought to the Diſſolving of the 
© two laſt Parliaments, without more Benefit to 
Our People by the Saline: of them : But having 
done Our Part in giving ſo manyOpportunities 
© of providing for their Good, it cannot be juſt- 
ly imputed to Us, that the Succeſs hath nor 

* anſwer'd Our ExpeQation, 
© We cannot at this Time, but take notice of 
© the particular Cauſes of Our Diſſatisfaction, 
$ which at the Beginning af the laſt Parliament, 
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We did recommend to their Care to avoid, and 
expected We ſhou'd have had no new Cauſe to 
remember them. | | 
We open'd the laſt Parliament, which was 
geld at Weitminſter, with as gracious Expreſ- 
* ſions of Our Readineſs to ſatisfie the Deſires of 
Our good Subjects, and to ſecure them againſt 
* all their juſt Fears, as the weighty Cop ſidera- 
tion, either of preſerving the eſtabliſn'd Reli- 
gion, and the Liberty and Property of Our Sub- 
jects at Home» or of ſupporting Our Neigh- 
* bours and Allies Abroad, cou'd fill Our Heart 
. © with, or poſſibly require from Us. 
And We do ſolemly declare, That We did 
* intend, as far as wou'd have conſiſted with the 
very Being cf the Government, to have com- 
* ply'd with any Thing, that cou'd have been pro- 
© Pos'd to Us, to accompliſh thoſe Ends. 
< We ask'd of them the Supporting the Alli- 
© ances We had made for the Preſervation of 
© the General Peace ia Chriſtendom; We re- 
© commended to them the farther Examination 
of the Plot; We deſir'd their Advice and 
LAàſſiſtance concerning the Preſervation of Tan- 
© gier, We offer'd to concur in any Remedies 
* that cou'd be propos'd for the Security of 
© the Proteſtant Religion, that might conſiſt 
© with preſerving the Succeſſion of the Crown, 
© in it's due and legal Courſe of Deſcent; to all 
* which, We met with moſt unſuitable Returns 
* from the Houſe of Commons: Addreſſes, in 
the Nature of Remonſtrances, rather than of 
* Anſwers; Arbitary Orders for taking Our 
Subjects into Cuſtody, for Matters that had no 
Relation to Privileges of Parliament; ſtrange 
illegal Votes, declaring divers eminent _—_ 
* ſons 
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© ſons to be Enemies to the King and Kingdom, 
© without any Order or Proceſs of Law» any 
© Hearing of their Defence, or any Proof ſo much 
© as offer'd againſt them. | 
© Beſides theſe Proceedings, they Voted as fol- 
© loweth, on the th of Jan. laſt; | 
Reſolv'd, That whoſoever ſhall lend or cauſe to be 
lent by Way of Advance, any Mony upon the Branches 
of the King's Revenue, riſing by Cuſtoms, Exciſe or 
Hearth-money, ſhall be adjudg d to hinder the Sit 
ting of Parliaments, and ſhall be reſponſible for the 
ſame in Parliament. | 
Reſoly'd, That whoſoever ſhall buy any Tally of 
Anticipation upon any Part of the King's Revenue, 
or whoſoever ſhall pay any ſuch Tally hereaſter to be 
ſtruck, ſhall be adjudg*d to hinder the Sitting of 
Parliaments, aud ſhall be reſponſible for the ſame in 
Parliament, 20 | 
Which Votes, inſtead of giving Us Aſſiſtance 
© to ſupport our Allies, or enable Us to preſerve 
© Tangier, tended rather, to diſable Us from con- 
© tributing towards either, by Our own Reve- 
nue or Credit; not only expoſing Us to all 
© Dangers that might happen either at Home or 
Abroad; but endeavouring to deprive Us of 
the Poſſiblity of ſupporting the Government it+ 
© ſelf, and to reduce Us to a more helpleſs Con- 
© dition than the meaneſt of Our Subjects. 
© And on the 10th of the ſame Month, they 
© paſſed another Vote in theſe Words 
 Reſolv'd, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, 
That the Perſecution of Prote ſt ant Diſſenters upon 
the Penal Laws, is at this Time, grievous to the Sub- 
ject, a weakening of the Proteſtant Intereſt, an Ex- 
couragement to | Par and dangerous to the Peace of 
the Kingdoms | 
684 By 
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By which Vote, without any Regard to the 
© Laws eſtablſfd, they aſſam'd to themſelves a 
power of ſuſpending Acts of Parliament; where- 
* as Our Judges and Miniſters of Juſtice neither 
© can, nor ought in Reverence to the Votes of 
© either or both the Houſes, break the Oaths 
they have taken, for the due and impartial 
© Execution of Our Laws; which by Experience 
©have been found to be the beſt Support, both 
© bf the Proteſtant Intereſt, and of the Peace of 

© the Kingdom. n | | 
© Theſe were ſome of the unwarrantable Pro- 
© cecdings of that Houſe of Commons, which 
« were the Occaſion of Our parting with that 
© Parliament. | oe tra 
Which We had no ſooner diſſolv'd, but We 
* cauſed another to be forthwith aſſembled at 
© Oxford ; at the Opening of which, We thought 
it neceſſary to give them Warning of the 
© Errors of the former, in Hopes to have pre- 
* vented the like Miſcarriages ; and We re- 
© quir'd of Them to make the Laws of the Land 
* their Rule, as We did, and do reſolve they 
* ſhall be Ours: We further added, That what 
We had formerly and ſooften declar'd con- 
* cerning the Succeſſion, We could not depart 
* from: But to remove all reaſonable Fears that 
* might ariſe from the Poſſibility of a Popifh 
pwr yo coming to the Crown, if Means 
could be found, that in ſach a Caſe, the Ad- 
© miniſtration of the Government might remain 
in Proteſtant Hands, We were ready to hear- 
ken to any Expedient, by which the Religion 
© Eſtabliſh'd might be preſerv'd, and the Mo- 

* nqrchy not deſtroy CCC. 


But, 


689) 


© But contrary to our Offers and Ex pectation, 
* We ſaw, that no Expedient wou'd be enter- 
( tain'd bat that of a total Excluſion, which We 
had ſo often declar'd, was a Point, that in 
* Our own Royal Judgment, ſo nearly concern'd 
Us, both in Honour, Juſtice and Conſcience, 
that We cou'd never conſent to it: In ſhort, 
We cannot, after the ſad Experience We have 
© had of the late Civil Wars, that murder'd 
- Our Father of Bleſſed Memory, and ruin'd 
the Monarchy, conſent to a Law, that ſhall 
*eſtabliſh another moſt Unnatural War, or at 
© leaſt, make it neceſſary to maintain a ſtanding 
* Force for the Preſerving the Government and 
| © the peace of the Kingdom. 
And We have Reaſon to believe, by what 
* paſs'd in the laſt Parliament at Meſtminſter, 
© that if We cou'd have been brought to give 
© Our Conſent to a Bill of Excluſion, the Intent 
* was not to reſt there, but to paſs further, and 
©to Attempt- ſome other great and Important 
© Changes even in the Preſent. 
The Buſineſs of Firz-Harris, who was Im- 
© peach'd by the Honſe of Commons of High 
© Treaſon, and by the Houſe of Lords referd 


to the ordinary Courſe of Law, was on a ſud- 


den carried on to that Extremity, by the Votes 
© which the Commons paſsd, on the 26th of 

: March laſt, that there was no Poſſibility . 
of a Reconciliation. 


_. The Votes were theſe, 


Sabbati 26 Marti, poſt Meridiem 


| Reſolved, That it is the undoubted Rig ht of the 
Commons in "Parliament aſſembled, to Impeach be- 
. fore the Lords in Parliament any Peer or Commoner 


for 
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for Treaſon, or any ot her Crime or Miſdemeanor ; 
and that the Refuſal of the Lords to proceed in 
Parliament upon ſuch Impeachment, is a Denial of 
Fuſtice, and a Violation of the Conſtitution of Par- 
liaments. 

Reſolved, That in the Caſe of Edward Fitz- 
Harris, who by the Commons hath been Impeach'd 
of High Treaſon before the Lords, with a Declara- 
tion, That in convenient Time they would bring up 
the Articles againFt him for the Lords to Reſolve, 
That the ſaid Fitz-Harris ſhow'd be proceeded with 
according to the Courſe of Common Law, and not 
by Way of Impeachment, at this Time, is a Denial 
of Fuſtice, and 4 Violation of the Conſtitution of 
Parliaments, and an Obſtruction to the further Diſ- 
covery of the Popiſh Plot, and of great Danger to 
his Majeſty's Perſon, and the Proteſtant Religion. 

_ Reſolved, That for any Inferiour Court to pro- 
ceed againſt Edward Fitz-Harris, or any other 
Perſon lying under an Impeachment in Parliament, 
for the ſame Crimes, for which he or they ſtand Im- 
peach'd, is a high Breach of the Priviledge of 
Parliament. | | 
It was a Matter extreamly ſenſible to Us, 
© to find an Impeachment made Uſe of to de- 
* lay a Tryal, that We had directed againſt a 
© profeſs'd Papiſt, charg'd with Treaſons a- 
* galnſt Us of an extraordinary Nature: And 
* certainly the Houſe of Peers did themſelves 
* Right in refuſing to give Countenance to ſuch 

Proceeding. . bag 
But when either of the Houſes are ſo far 
tranſported, as to Vote the Proceedings of the 
other to be a Denial of Juſtice, a Violation 
of the Conſtitution of Parliaments, of Danger 
to Our Perſon and the Proteſtant Nun. 

| . wit 
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* without Conferences firſt had, to examine up- 
© on what Grounds ſuch Proceedings were 
© made, and how far they might be juſtified : 
©* This puts the two Houſes out of Capacity of 
* tranſaQing Buſineſs together, and conſequent- 


© ly is the greateſt Violation of the Conſtitution 


* of Parliaments. 

This was the Caſe, and every Day's Conti- 
© nuance being like to Produce new Inſtances of 
© farther Heat and Anger between the two 
© Houſes, to the Diſappointment of all publick 
© Ends, for which they were call'd, We found 
it neceſſary to put an End to this Parliament 
© likewiſe. | 

gut notwithſtanding all this, let not the 
_ © reſtleſs Malice of ill Men, who are labouring 
* to poiſon our People, ſome out of Fondneſs of 
© their old belov'd Commonwealth Principles, 
© and Tome out of Anger at their being diſap- 
© pointed in the particular Deſigns they had for 
© the Accompliſhment of their own Ambition 
© and Greatneſs, perſuade any of our good Sub- 
© jets, that We intend to lay aſide the Uſe of 
© Parliaments: For We do ſtill declare, That 
no Irregvlarities in Parliament, ſhall ever 
* make Us out of Love with Parliaments, which 
© We look upon as the beſt Method for heal- 
© ing the Diſtempers of the Kingdom, and the 
© only Means to preſerve the Monarchy, in that 


© due Credit and Reſpe& which it ought to 


have both at Home and Abroad. 

And for this Cauſe, We are reſolv'd, by the 
© Bleſſing of God, to have frequent Parliaments, 
© and both in and out of Parliament, to uſe Our 
- © atmoſt Endeavours to extirpate Popery, and 
© to redreſs all the Grievances of Our good 
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Subjects, and in all Things to govern accor- 
© ding to the Laws of the Kingdom. 
© And We hope that a little Time will fo 
© far open the Eyes of all Our good Subjects, 
© that Our next Meeting in Parliameat, ſhall 
o perfect all that Settlement and Peace, which 
6 ſhal be forud wanting, either in Church or 
© State. 

To which, as We ſhall contribute Our ut- 
© moſt Endeavours, ſo We aſſure Our Self, That 
Ve ſhall be aſſiſted therein by the Loyalty and 
good Affections of all thoſe, who conſider the 
© Riſe and Progreſs of the late Troubles andCon- 
© fuſions, and deſire to preſerve their Country 
© ffom a Relaſſe. 

And who cannot but remember, That Re- 
8 * ligion, Liberty and Property were all loſt and 

© gone, when the Monarchy, was ſhaken off, 
* and cou'd never be reviv'd till That was re- 
> ſtored. | 
Given at our Court at Whitehall the 
8th Day of April 1681. | 


This Declaration being printed, and or- 
der'd to be read in all Churches and Chappels 
throughout this Kingdom, awaken'd the Loyal 
Part of the Nation from their Dreams of Burn- 
ings and Maſlacres to be committed by Papiſts, 
and, open'd their Eyes to ſee a more imminent 
Danger from a no leſs maleyolent Party, who 
for two Years paſt had been making uſe of the 

Plot as a ſtalking Horſe to hide their treache- 
rous Deſigns : Great Numbers of loyal Addreſſes 
were preſently. ſent pp from the ſeveral Coun- 
ties, which -ſhew'd how many there were in 
1 5 Kingdom that had never bow'd the Knee 
- to 
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to the Baal of the Faction: But from the City, 
the Government there, being ſtill in the Hands 
of theſe ſober Proteſtants, there came an Ad- 
dreſs of another Nature; and not only ſo, 
but, by the Sheriffs, Juries were provided and 
pack*d to obſtruct the Courſe of Juſtice; Col- 
ledge and Ronſe, who were indicted of High 
Treaſon for the Oxford Deſign, found Friends 
in the Grand Jury to bring the Bill againſt them 
Ignoramus, and the Earl of Shaftsbury, being like- 
wiſe indicted for the ſame Crime, and for a trea- 
ſonable Aſſociation found in his Cuſtody ; had 
the ſame Favour, with this Addition, that the 
Judges and Witneſſes were inſulted ia the Court 
by the Rabble, in thoſe Days very good Friends 
to the Faction, and much carreſs'd by them; 
however things are alter'd ſince, and ſo far did 
Shaft sbury rely on his Intereſt there, that having 
brought Actions againſt Mr. Graham and Mr. 
Cradocł, he choſe rather to let them drop than 
try them in any other County. 1777 

Theſe Provocations occaſion'd the Quo Mar- 
ranto's againſt the Charter of London, and the 
ſucceeding Conteſts on the Elections of Sheriffs, 
which were rais'd by the Party to Riots and 
Tamults; and the like Sort of People be- 
ing got into the Government of many other 
Corporations, on Account of their pretended 
Averſion to Popery, whereby they were like- 
ly to procure'a Majority in any Houſe of 
Commons, as they had already done in .thoſe 
lately diſolv'd; the Sitting of Charters begun to 
go round, fo. that the Faction being preſs'd by 
the Court, and deſerted by the Loyal honeſt Part 
of the Country, were forc'd to give Ground in 
moſt Places to thoſe, who were better affected 
* | to 
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to the Monarchy and the Eſtabliſh'd Reli- 
ion, | | | 
. And now finding their Projects baffled, and 
their Power defeated, they become Deſperate, 
and reſolve not to Truſt any longer to the flow 
Methods of Sedition, but to betake themſelves 
to Arms, and again exert their utmoſt Force 
to overturn the Government, which they 
could not undermine. To this Purpoſe, they 
enter into a Deſign of a general Inſurrection; 
and leſt their Strength ſhould not be ſufficient 
here, they deal with their Northern Brethren 
for their Aſſiſtance. This deſign'd Rebellion, 

with its Epiſodes or Under-Plots, of ſeizin 
the City, the Aſſaſſination at the Rye, ( which 
was ſo well laid, as in all Probability, it was 
only prevented by the providential Accident 
of the Fire at Newmarket). and ſome other De- 
ſigns, which died in Embryo, compos'd that 
which was call'd the Presbyter:an-Plot ; in which, 
whether we conſider the Number and Credibi- 
lity of the Witneſſes, their Means of Informa- 
tion, the Circumſtances corroborating their Evi- 
dence, the Feazibility of the Deſigns projected, 
or the Confeſſion of thoſe concern'd in them, on 
their Examinations and Trials, and with their 
lateſt Breath, there is no Room left to doubt, 
but that the Accounts then given of that Af- 
fair, are true in Subſtance, altho' the Attain- 
ders of ſome of the Conſpirators, who ſuffer'd 
for it. have ſince been taken off; and ſome who 
eſcap'd the Hands of juſtice have been pub- 
lickly encourag'd and prefer'd, which was not 
(as I ſuppoſe) that they were thought innocent 
of the Crimes wherewith they were charg'd, 
but becauſe they ated upon what they call 
now 
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now a Days Revolution Principles: And there 
is no doubt, but if Providence had ſuffer'd their 
Deſigns to have taken Effect, thoſe who juſtly 
died as Traytors had then been reputed our 
glorious Deliverers, who would not have been 
at a Loſs for Breaches in the Original Con- 
tract, and perhaps a total Subverſion of the 
Government or at leſt, One ſufficient to have 
juſtified their Proceedings. 

This was indeed done in great Meaſure by 
Way of Prologue to their intended Tragedy, 
in reviving the traiterous Books of the A 
logiſts of the old Rebellion, and publiſhing 
Swarms of new Libels to aſperſe the Govern- 
ment, and juſtify the Cauſe of Rebellion ; 
which being anſwer'd by the Loyal Clergy and 
others, raiſed that Controverſie to a greater 

Height than it had been for Twenty Years 
before ; but the Diſcovery of the Plot decided 
the Argument, and ſhew'd the Neceſſity of 
the Doctrine of Obedience, which has been of 
late ſo much exploded and ridiculed. 


Before the Diſcovery of this Plot, Shaftsbury, 


conſcious of his Guilt, fled into Holland; af- 
ter whoſe Departure, the old Council of Six, 
which had had the Direction of their former 
Intrigues, was again revived ; the Duke of 
Monmouth, Earl of Efſex, Lord Howard of 
Eſcrick, Lord Rufſel, Colonel Sidney, and Mr. 
Hambden, being the Members of which it was 
now compoſed ; of whom, the firſt ow'd his 
Life to the Greatneſs of a Father's Mercy; 
the laſt to the Want of two Witneſſes, becauſe 
the King would not make the D. of Monmouth 
an Evidence, and Lord Howard, to the Diſco- 
very he made of the Conſpiracy ; as tothe 
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A) 
other three, the Earl of Eſex had been in 
great Favour at Court, but being diſappointed 
of the Lieutenancy of Ireland, which Shaftsbury 
had had the Impudence to afſure him of, if he 
would come over to them, he clos'd in with 
the Faction, and being committed to the Tower, 


there cut his own Throat. The Lord Ruſſel! 


was a naturally a Gentleman of great moral Re- 
Qitude, but by a Biaſs in his Education receiv'd 
from Mr. Lewis and Dr. Manton, and confirm'd 
by that Incendiary Johnſon, in his riper Years, 


and vain Apprehenſions of Popery, and thereby 
of the Loſs of a large Poſſeſſion formerly belong- 


ing to the Church, was drawn aſide into thoſe 
fatal Steps which led him to a Scaffold ; but 


Sidney was all of a Piece; he had been an old 


Army Officer, and one of the King's Judges, 


and had never ſince ſpar'd any Opportunity. of 


doing what Service he cou'd to his beloved old 


Cauſe, of which ſome Inſtances have been given 


in theſe Papers; and when his Manus inimica Ty- 
rannis cou'd be no longer Serviceable to it, his 
Prayers were not wanting at the Scaffold, Defend 
(ſays he) thine own Cauſe, and defend thoſe that de- 
fend it, ſtir up ſuch as are faint, direct thoſe that are 


willing, confirm thoſe that waver, give Wiſdom.and 


Integrity to all. Grant that I may Die gloriſying 


thee for all hy Mercies, and that at the laſt thou 
haſt permitted me to be ſingled out as a Witneſs of 


thy Truth, and even by the. Confeſſion of my Op- 


poſers for that Old Cauſe in which I was from my 
Touth engag d, and for which thou haſt often and 


. wonderfully declar'd thy ſelf. Thus he. liv'd and 
thus he died, bewitch'd with an Opinion, that 
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Confuſion and Rebellion was the Cauſe of God; but 


the Scorch Enthuſiaſts went yet further, (pe 
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of them being tried and convicted for an Inſurrection after 
that of Bothwell-Bridge, ſcorn'd to redeem their Lives on 
the hard Terms of ſaying, God bleſs the King (as was gra- 
ciouſly offer'd them) but died juſtifying the Murther of 
the Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews, and their Excommunica- 


tion of the King. They ſaid there was a declar'd War 


between thoſe who ſerv'd the Lord, and thoſe who ſerv'd 
the King againſt the Covenant, ſo that it was lawful to 
kill any of the King's Councellors or Soldiers in Defence 
of the Goſpel, and that the King being Excommunicated, 
and War declar'd againſt him, for breaking the Covenant, 
it was lawful to kill Him, and all that were in Oppoſition 
to the Covenant. 

You ſee the Men are conſiſtent with themſelves, and Act 
purſuant to their Principles, the miſchievous Conſequences 
whereof, I hope, are already fo viſible, that I need not 
enter into a Detail of the Hiſtory of this Conſpiracy or 
the Actors, concern'd in it here, and in Scotland, the Ac- 
counts at large, being eaſily met with elſewhere, to which 
I refer thoſe that have the Curioſity to look further into ir. 
After this Defeat, and the Lopping off ſome of the 


Heads of the Hydra of Rebellion, the Monſter ſeem'd to 


be entirely ſubdu'd, all the Force and Canning of the 
Faction proving ineffectual, and ſerving only to draw a 
heavier Weight of the Execution of the Laws upon them- 
ſelves, their Spirits ſunk, their Knees ſmote together and 
they were poured forth as Mater; divers of the moſt guilty 
in' both Nations fled to their old Refuge amongſt their 
good Friends the Dutch, and the Reſt either crept into 
other private Retreats or were glad to be eaſie, at their 
own Homes, ſo that all the Clouds of Sedition being diſ- 
pers'd and blown over, the Sun-ſhine of Loyalty reco- 


ver'd its ancient Splendor, and Peace was reſtor'd to the 


King and Kingdom; but theſe Halcyon Days, were of ſo 


ſhort a Duration before the King's Death, that they ſeem d 
as if only deſign'd for an intermediate State, after the 


Courſe of Dangers and Difficulties, Cares and Troubles 
He had run thro”, to prepare Him for a more 9 
| is, 
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- Bliſs, and the Poſſeſſion of an immortal Crown, for which 
He left this earthly State, the 6th of Feb. 1684-5. 

The Character of this Prince is ſo well drawn by more 
skilful Hands, that I ſhall not attempt it further than is 
neceſſary for my Purpoſe; He was, tho? of a ſevere Aſpect, 
yer of the greateſt natural Tenderneſs, Clemency and 
Humanity imaginable, unwilling to ſuſpect, ſlow to re- 
ſent and eaſie to forgive; He was generous and liberal 
to Exceſs, and as free from Pride and Ambition as from 
Avarice; He was Maſter of a ready Wit, a clear Appre- 
henſion, a great Compaſs of Thought, a ſound Judgment, 
and thorough Knowledge of Mankind, improv'd by an 
early Experience of the Extremes of Fortune; but the 
melancholy Proſpedi of His Affairs in His Youth, having 
made Him turn His Eyes and Thoughts to Eaſe and Plea- 
ſure, and give too much Way to the natural Inclinations 
of His Years and Temper, the Oppoſitions and Difficul- 
ties He met with afterwards, confirm'd Him in a Diſguſt 
of the Fatigue attending His high Station, for which no 
Maa in His Time was naturally better qualified than 
Himſelf. r 

Now is it credible that ſo great a Lover of His Eaſe 
ſhould form a Project of pulling down the Conſtitution 
of Church and State, and building up Popery and Diſpotic 
Power on their Ruins, which muſt be attended with ſo ma- 
ny Difficulties, not to ſay Impoſſibilities, in the Attempt, 
and require the Excerciſe of Severities, ſo ungrateful to 
the Mitdneſs of His Nature, or that a Man of His Parts 
and Penetration ſhou'd not foreſee all this, and that after 
all, if it ſhould: poſſibly ſucceed, His Reward at laſt muſt 
be His owir Ruin, involved in that of the Public, by re- 
ducing the King of a Populous, opulent * 4-0 to an 
abject Tyrznt, over a ſcatter'd Remnant of Slaves and 
Beggars, aud ſubjecting even that Rag of Soveraigaty to 
a Foreign Eccleſiaſt ic. 

But He was ſo far from any ſuch form'd Deſigu, that 
21! the Provocations and Affronts He receiv'd from the 
Faction did not tranſport Him beyond the Limits of ** 

| | N 
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Law in any fingle Inſtance; He might boldly have chal- 
leng'd his Subjects, as the Prophet did the Iſraelites, Whoſe 
Ox or whoſe Aſs have I taken? Whom have 1 
defrauded ? Whom have I oppreſsd? Yet is His m. 23. 3. 
Memory ungratefully blacken'd by thoſe who 
had but too great a Share of his Mercy, and his whole 
Reign computed in de Foe's 28 Years of Tyranny, before 
the Revolution ; whereas a Houſe of Commons, where 
that Faction had the Majority, exercis'd ia three Months 
Time, more Acts of Arbitrary Power, than can be laid 
to the Charge, not only of this King ; but the whole Race 
of the Stuarts, ſince their entring into England, and had 
gone much further if he had not prudently put a Stop to 
their Proceedings. 

In Matters of Religion, what his private Opinion was I 
know not, but the Execution of the Laws againſt Papiſts 
thro' out his Reign, and the new Laws he enacted againſt 
them, his ready Compliance to every Thing reaſonable, 
that could be pretended for the Security of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and cauſing his Nieces to be educated in the 
Church eſtabliſh'd, and marry'd to Proteſtant Princes, 
beſides many other Inſtances are ſufficient, to ſhew his 
Senſe of the Intereſt of the Nation ia that Matter, and 
to whom the Church of England owes its preſent Proſpe- 
rity, if not the Contiauance of its very Being. 

His Averſion to Buſineſs, did indeed make. him ſome- 
times truſt the Helm of Government too much. in the 
Hands, not only of leſs skilful Pilots, who might, thro? 
- Ignorance or Inadvertency, endanger the Ship, eſpeciall 
in ſo tempeſtuous a Seaſon as that was; but of thoſe 
who deſign'd to run her on Rocks and Shelves to her De- 
ſtruction; as Shaftabury and ſome others certainly did; 
and it was this Love of Eaſe, which made him too fre- 
quently ſhift his Meaſures, and careſs theſe troubleſome 
Enemies in Hopes to make em his Friends; but this 
Courſe had an End direQly contrary to what he propos d., 
for the warming theſe Snakes in his Boſom, reviv'd their 
Spirit and increas'd their Strength, but did not in the 
H 2 leaſt 
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leaſt diminiſh their Venom, ſo that it put both the Xing and 
Kingdom in continual Danger from their Stings; whereas, 
had He but kept a ſteady and ſtrong Hand over them, 
He had baffled their Hopes and quell'd their Courage; 
fo that they would not have dared to aim at thoſe At- 
temps, to which they were animated by the Thoughts of 
their Power and Intereſt, and this Way had ſecur'd the 
= of the Nation, and His own -Eaſe, Honour and 
Theſe are His greateſt public Failings, for which the 
Reproaches wherewith that ungrateful Faction blacken 
His Memory, may be a Caution to His Succeſlors, not to 
give 'em the like Opportunities for the future, which 
they will always be ſure to make the ſame Uſe of, if they 
are hindred from going their own Lengths. 
But tho? He might be ſometimes miſled into the Briars, 
He had ſtil] the Addreſs to extricate Himſelf, and did not 
want Courage and Reſolution to ſtop the Carreer of the 
Faction, when he found the Heights they were. driving to, 
8s was ſeen in the Caſe of the Exclufion Bill, which the 
Party made the Jet of their Cauſe ; the Succeſſion was a 
Point fo tender, that none of His Predeceſſors would ever 
ſiffer ĩt to be handled it that Manger; and 
Dr. Ewe's Four - Q: Elizabeth was ſq very jealous of it, that 
val, fol. 470. ſhe committed Mr. Wentworth, and Sir 
Henry Bromley, two Members of Parliament, 
one to the Tower, the other to the Heet, only for delivering 
a Petition to the Lord Keeper, deſiring the Lords to be- 
come Supplianrs with them of the Lower Houſe to her 
Majeſty, for entailing the Succeſſion of the Crown, to 
which End there was a Bill ready drawn; ſo me at that 
Time, had Priviledge of Parliament learned to claſh with 
Prerogative: Vet were theſe Caſes vaſtly different, the 
Deſign of this being to ſecure the Peace of the Nation, by 
ſettling the Succeſſion on thoſe who had the beſt Right, 
and excluding the reſt of the then many Pretenders ; 
whereas the other was to cut off the next nndoubted Heir, 
and leave a Back-door open to Civil War, by naming 
„ IIe Nn enn 
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ns other Succeſſor ; but the Manner of preſſing this laſt, 
and rejecting all Manner of Expedients as inſufficient, 
ſhew'd they intended to make the ſame Uſe of it, whe- 
ther it paſs'd or not, to brand the King as a Papiſt in Caſe 
of his Refuſal, and deal with him accordingly ; and his 
conſenting to it had been attended with no better Con- 
ſequences 3 ſo that there was no Way left to prevent a 
Civil War, but by the Method the King took to put a 
Stop to thoſe dangerous Proceedings by Diſſolution. 

That a Civil War muſt have been the Conſequence of 
that Ac, will appear Evident, if we conſider, the ſeve- 
ral claſhing Intereſts and Parties then on 
Foot. The firſt who propos'd an Advan- Tem. Memoirs, 
tage by it, was the Duke of Monmouth, Part 3. f. 13. 
who imagin'd, if he could remove his "mY 
Uncle, he might be ſecure of lying in his Place ; and 
what a Share he had in the Affections of the People, 
eſpecially thoſe of the meaner Rank, appear'd after- 
wards, when he made his Romantic Expedition hither, 
in the ſucceeding Reign; but Shaftsbury, and the reſt of 
the Stagers of the old Stamp, made uſe of him only as 
a Tool, they fancied they might lay by, when their 


SY | 


Work was done: How eaſie that would have been, I 


know not, but theſe were ſtanch for a Commonwealth. 
The Duke of Buckingham's Pretenſion from the Plantage- 
_ nets, which was ſet on Foot for the ſame Purpoſe, gain'd 
ſo Kettle Ground, that it's not worth taking Notice of: 
Bat there was a Fourth, which was perhaps more for- 
midable than any yet mention'd. The 
Lord Sunderland had enter'd on the Office . Leed' Letters. 
of Principal Secretary of State in the 
Year 1678. and was ſoon after, at his own Intreaty, 
recommended by the Earl of Danby, to a certain Prince, 
as a Perſon entirely devoted to his Service, which in- 
deed he made good afterwards. This Devotion to that 
Prince's Service brought him to tampering in the Com- 
mons Houſe, and Voting in the other for the Bill, con- 
trary not only to the King's Mind, but his expreſs Com- 
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mand, and a Memorial was procur'd from Monfieur 

5 Hagel, repreſenting the ſad Conſequences 
Tem. 3- Mem. Abroad, of the Diſagreement between the 

fol. 144 _ King and his Parliament, and wiſhing: the 

King would not break with them even upon 

this Point, which was ſuppos'd to be advis'd from hence 

by Sunderland, to his Uncle Mr. Sidney, then in Holland, as 

likely to induce the Xing to paſs the Bill; but He ſo far 
reſented this Meddling of the Dutch in his Domeſtic 
Affairs, and the Part Sunderland had in it, that He diſ- 
miſs'd him from the Council and his Office of Secretary. 

Now if beſides this, it be true, as it is likely, that the 
| Dutch Miniſter here, had Inſtructions from 
Caſſandra. N. the Prince of O— to deal with ſome 
2. fol. 49, of the Commons to promote the Paſſing 
of the Bill, it is eaſie to gueſs what Intri- 
gues were then renew'd : | How gratefull a Return this 
Carriage of the Prince was to thoſe, by whoſe Means and 
Mediation chiefly, if not ſolely, be himſelf bad been re- 
ſtor'd to the Honours and Commands of his Anceſtors, 
after he had been formally excluded by a private Article, 
in the Treaty of Peace, between Cromwell and the States- 
General, confirm'd by ſubſequent Acts, not to mention o- 
ther Obligations I ſhall leave to better Judges ? But there 
was yet ſo great a Number, who thought this Act contra- 
ry tothe Laws of God and the Land, to common Juſtice 
and their Oaths of Allegiance, and who would have 
look'd upon it as obtain'd by Force and Conſtraint, and 
conſequently void in its ſelf, as would have been able to 
have made Head againſt any of the other Parties, .if not 
all together, ſo that a Civil War had been hardly avoida- 
ble, and if it had been once kindled, we ſhould not have 
wanted good Neighbours and Friends to have blown the 
Coals, and ſupply'd freſh Fuel where it had been wanting; 
ſo that how tar the Conflagration might have reach'd, 
and how long it might have continu'd, I will not pre- 
tend to guels ; but after all the Miſeries it would have 
brought on us, it had moſt probably ended in — rol 
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ſtruction of our Laws and Conſtitution, and eftabliſhin 
that abſolute Power, they were ſo much afraid of. 1 
The Danger we had been in of a Civil War, will ap- 
pear yet more plain, if we conſider the Attempt of Aon- 
mouth, which made ſo deſpicable a Figure at firſt, how 
ſoon it put on a formidable Aſpect, and might have been 
more troubleſome, had he not been betray'd by one, who 
was in a ſucceeding Reign rewarded with an Earldom, and 
plac'd at the Head of the Treaſury, and afterwards. in- 
truſted with the Cuſtody of the Privy Seal. Yet after 
this Obſtacle was remov'd, and his Par- E 
ty by his Blood, as it were cemented to v. B. of Sarum's | 
the latereſt carry'd on by S- d, it re- eech on Sach. Tris 
quir'd a conſiderable Time to ripen a 20055 4 224, 
Revolution; the loyal Party was ſtrong, and well affected, 
and bore with Patience ſeveral Infractions on the Laws, 
and Invaſions of their Liberties, which (by the Inſtiga- 
tion of that--who play'd the Hypocrite both with his 
God and his Prince, to take Advantage on the blind Side 
of bigotted Zeal, and a poſitive Temper) had been put up- 
on them to irritate and provoke them ; ſo that about two 
Years before the Revolution, when the P. of O--'s Impa- 
tience made him begin to hearken to the repeated Invita- 
tions of the Party here, a certain fugitive Linſey-woolſey 
Divine, who was very well acquainted with the Condition 
of our Affairs, did then it ſeems, refuſe to hazard his Car- 
caſs (for by his paſt Behaviour it was plain his Scruples 
did not lie in his Conſcience:) But when Oppreſſions 
were ſo multiplied that their Weight fell heavy on the 
whole Nation, which were aggravated yet more, and Fears 
of further Dangers infus'd by the ſame Hands, which pro- 
 cur'd the laying them on, and at the ſame Time a Method 
of Eaſe and Security pointed at, to which the Exigence 
of Affairs Abroad, made almoſt all Europe, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, contribute its Aſſiſtance. It was no Wonder that 
Revolution was effected, which carried ſo fair an Ap- 
pearance as the Reſtitution of our Laws and Liberties 
ro their ancient Channel. 2 
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And here I ſhall take Leave of my Friends the Whiggs, 
their Carriage ſince being fo apparent and freſh in Me- 
mory, I may the better obſerve Sir Walter Rawleigh's 
Caution, not to follow Truth too near at the Heels, 
which he that does may have his Teeth kick'd out for his 
Pains. What I have ſaid, as it proceeds from no Ill- will 
to any Perſon living, but is only intended to expoſe the 
baſe Practices of a Faction in thoſe Times, and ſerve as 
a Caution for the future, I hope, will not be taken amiſs; 
the Facts I have mentioa'd are undeniably true, and the 
Deductions 1 have made, I think, naturally flow from 
them, the printed Accounts being what I have built 

, have for the moſt Part quoted my Authorities; 
but ik 1 had had other neceſſary Helps, and Time, and 
Leaſure to fet ſome Particulars in a clearer Light, theſe 
Relations might have appear'd if poſſible with a blacker 
Countenance. | 

But before we part, tho” I will not have the Prefumps | 
tion to offer my Advice, becauſe I can find no Reaſon 
to think my ſelf wiſer than any of my Readers; yet J 
will venture to expreſs the Hopes and Wiſhes, which, out 
of a hearty Zeal for the Good of my Country, I cannot 
but entertain. 

And firſt I wiſh, that all Diviſions aad Party-Diſtio- 
ctions were totally laid aſide, That there were no Strife, 
but who ſhould be the beſt Subjects, no Emulation, but 
who ſhould be the moſt honeſt Men, and that every one 
in his Station would heartily endeavour to promote the 
Public Good; but ſince the corrupt Nature of Mankind, 
and even among thoſe who mean well, the different 
Notions and Principles improv'd by deſi igning Party- 
Leaders, render this Wiſh impracticable; ſo that the 
Parties in Being, tho' perhaps. under other Titles, Di- 
ſtinctions and Intereſts, are like to continue. 

| wiſh that the Mhiggs would ſtrip themſelves of their 
political Opinions, and lay aſide thoſe dangerous Principles 
of Rebellion, which they ſtill ſeem ſo fond of, which tend 
not ſo much to ſupport the late Revolution, as to draw 

us 


(105) 


us from the Baſis of our Government, into an Eternal 
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Whirl of freſh Revolutions, whenever an ambitious reſt- | 


leſs Party ſhall think fit to pretend Grievances, (whereof 
they themſelves forſooth, are to. be the only Judges) 
which were the Seeds of all the Treaſons I have men- 
tion'd in theſe Papers, and would have juſtified any of 
them, and even Oate-'s Plot, and the Powder Treaſon, if 
they had ſucceeded : That they would believe Preroga- 
tive not to be inconſiſtent with Liberty, That a Throne is 
not the only Seat of Tyranny, and That we' have all 
along been more in Danger of Anarchy than Arbitrary 
Power. 

And theſe Men being principally diſtinguiſh'd into 
two Parts, one including the Diſſenters of all Denomina- 
tions, the other thoſe Members of the eſtabliſh'd Church, 


who on divers Motives have joyn'd with them and aſſiſted 
in doing their Journey-work: As to the firſt, who may 


be call'd Legion, being almoſt as many Seas as Congre- 
gations, and ſome of them differing more from each other, 
than from the eſtabliſh'd Church (however they all com- 
bine againſt her) it were to be wiſh'd they would con- 


ſider, That if among the Heathens it was look'd upon as 


one Part of the Character of an honeſt Man, to worſhip 
God according to the Laws of his Country, how great a 
Crime thoſe Chriſtans muſt be guilty of, who keep up 
private Differences and public Diviſions, by continuing 
a wilful Seperation from a Church, which moſt of them 
acknowledge to have nothing ſinful in its Communion; 
bat if their tender Conſciences will not permit them to 


re-enter into the Church, (which we ſee they can do on 


ſome Occaſions) That they would at leaſt behave them- 
ſelves peaceably, with Submiſſion and Subjection to the 
Laws and Government, and thereby deſerve that Indul- 
gence they now quietly enjoy, of which, 1am ſatisfy'd, all 
High-Church-Mea wiſh a Continuance, That they will not 
tread the Steps of rheir Fathers, and by any dangerous 
Attemprs againſt the preſent Eſtabliſhment, provoke or 
neceſſitate the Government for its own Safety, to exerciſe 


the 
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the Severities they have formerly lain under, which may 
again be the Caſe, if they fail of Succeſs, and if they ſhould 
ſucceed, if (which God forbid) they ever ſhould be able 
to pull down the Church, they having not agreed what 
to ſer np in its Stead, the Scramble tor Power, which will 
naturally fall into the ſtrongeſt Hand, will put all the 
reſt of the Sects, and perhaps that in its Turn, into a 
much worſe Condition, than any of them now are, or 
otherwiſe can poſſibly be in. 
Il muſt confeſs the late Carriage of this whole Party 
gives very little Proſpect of Hopes of the Succeſs of theſe 
viſionary. Wiſhes: I doubt theſe Æthiops cannot change 
their Skins; but if there be among them any Sons of the 
eſtabliſh'd Church (as I hope there are many) who ſin- 
cerely deſire the Welfare of that, and the Zſonarchy and 
Conſtitution, and the Peace and Proſperity of the Kingdom, 
and have only been drawn to joyn with them by the ſpe- 
cions Pretences of Liberty and Moderation, if theſe Men 
will give themſelves the Trouble of looking backwards, 
they will find Liberty a Thing their Friends always claim'd 
but never gave, and Moderation a Virtue they ſometimes 
occaſionally recommended, but never practisd , let them 
reflect on their many dark Contrivances and open Aſſaults 
againſt the Church and Monart hy, and they cannot but Diſ- 
cover, that they deſign the Subverſion of both, which if 
theſe Men help them to accompliſh (for without their 
Help they can never be done) they will fare no better 
than their Neighbours, and their only Reward will be to 
be laught at for their Folly. 
Let *em then tura their Eyes towards their Fellow 
Members, from whom they have ſuffer'd themſelves to be 
diſtinguiſh'd, by thoſe who aim at the Deſtruction of both, 
they may here ſee, who have been moſt conſtant in their 
Duty to the Crown, yet ſecur'd our Liberties and Religion, 
after the Reſtoration, who procur'd the Match with the 
P. of Orange, while others endeavour'd to hinder it, who 
the French look'd upon as their Enemy, and imploy'd their 
vtmoſt Efforts to procure his Ruin, and what Tools 2 
| mage 


9 


(107) 


made uſe of to that Purpoſe; here they may fiad thoſe 
who,in the next Reign, did not Wheedle that-unfortunate 
Prince to his Undoing, nor comply with thoſe Methods, 
which tended to it, thoſe who generouſly laid down their 
PlacesandCommands,when they cou'd ſerve no-longer with 
Honour. thoſe who did not carry on Intrigues in Holland, for 
the Subverſion of the Government; yet when the Crimes 
and Miſmanagements of others had render'd it abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, joyn'd in a Revolution only juſtifiable by That 
Neceſſity, and had afterwards the Courage and Addreſs 
to make it ſtoop to our ancient Laws and Conſtitution. 

Is it fit ſuch Men ſhou'd, be blacken'd with general Ca- 
lamaies, and Invectives thrown on em by thoſe, who are 
only angry they have nothing particular to object againſt 
*em ? Why do they not tell us what Advances they have 
made towards Rome ? What Attemps upon our Liberties? 
Is it reaſonable to think that thoſe who ſtood tn the Gap 
againſt Popery, when the Diſſenters were pulling down 
the Fences, will now abandon their Reaſon or their Pre- 
ferments to their baffled Ad verſaries? Can any Man be- 
lieve, that what they call a High Churchman, is a Crea- 
ture fond of Shackles and Poverty? That thoſe who by 
their gieat Eſtates in Land give ſo ample Security to the 
Public, will raiſe an inteſtine War or introduce a foreign 
Enemy, which muſt deſtroy and waſte theProduce of thoſe 
Lands, on which only they can Subſiſt; while our mo- 


dern Patriots can ſhift their Ground at Pleaſure and carry 


away their ill-got bulky Eſtates in a Sheet of Paper? Is 


it likely they will be willing to ſurrender up a great Part 


of their Lands to the Church'to which they formerly be- 


long'd, and leave their Heirs enſlav d and depriv'd of 


their Property ia the Reſt ? Theſe are all ſo chimerical 
and repugnant to Reaſon, that they only expoſe the 
Folly and Wicked neſs of thoſe, who make ſuch groundleſs 
and baſe Suggeſtions. | 

I Hope, they will at length open both their Eyes, and 
diſcover our Enemies on each Side, that they will ſtill 
keep a watchful Eye to the Papiſts, but not be diverted 


by 
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by falſe Alarms of Popery, from guarding that Side of 
our Walls, which lies expos'd to the Attacks of the Diſ- 
ſenters, which have been for almoſt a Century of Years, 
carried on by this Noiſe and the Diviſions thereby rais'd 
among us, and this is ſo apparent that they muſt lie 
under a judicial Infatuation, who 'ſuffer this ſtale 
Trick to paſs any longer upon them. I have great 
Hopes, and from ſome late Phenomena dare prognoſti- 
cate, they will not always be like Bees, and by a tink- 
ling Noiſe of Popery, and a Duſt of Fears and Jealouſies 
thrown 1n their Eyes, be drawa into the Hives of their 
Enemies. 0 „ = . 
Laſtly, Iam very confident, that as thoſe calld High- 
Churchmen, have hitherto been the Pillars of the Throne, 
and the Bulwarks of our Laws and Conſtitution, they 
will continue to uſe their utmoſt Care and Endeavour, 
to ſupport the one and maintain the other, and ſecure 
both againſt the Underminings and Attacks of their open 
and ſecret Enemies; and as when, after they had given 
Place to a late Set of Min- rs. they did not ſuffer theit 
jaſt Reſentments to run counter to the Service of the 
Public, but continu'd their Zeallin advancing every Thing 
that was for a National Advantage (an Example I fear 
will now hardly be follow'd) ſo I doubt not, but now 
they have better Opportunities, they will more vigo- 
rouſly purſue the jaſt Intereſt of the Queen and Kingdom, 
and not be provok'd without very great Occaſion” to a 
Retortion of what they have met with, and others may 
jaſtly merit; and that the Difference will be ſeen 
between the Practice, and the much abuſed Noiſe of 
Moderation. ITY 2315.1 THIER” SV £91 DOS 09H 
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